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A Man-Size Connector Tort AYNE 


The hardened rivet in the Red Devil PRINTING Company 
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Galvanized 
‘or Painted. 
Have held a 









Printers and Blank 


dead load of 1740 why it is a popular tool. 
wottnd toad of i208 Book Manufacturers 
slighest deflection. oe REG. gus PaT. ore we oe 
Frames are of channel Samples and 
steel. Made in two styles \Red D ove ~~ = -* _— 
—with bars or wood seats, TRADE MARK rices on i. U. ©. 
Hove d Po opittsbur; h,P 
ar ° sbur a. 
he Hardware makes Shatin, Connector Ours Are the Best 
pe makes the Hardware No. 417 











No. 417 takes 6, 8, 12 and 14 iron wire, 4, 
























‘s 6, 8, 10 and 12 nag poe NB 12 -_ 
14 McIntyre Sleeves. Lengt 4, inches. 
elephone cables Jaws file cut and hardened. THIMP 
D ITIE - we 
—- “oe Drawn Co All Red Devil pools are made with equal ULEYE 
Telephone wie care. Buffalo Grips, Havens’ Clamps, will save 5 to 10 
Galvanized Iron Tele- Climbing Irons, Safety Straps, Tool Belts, minutes attach- 
i phone Wire Pliers, Come- Alongs, Hand Vises, Snips, ing your guys. 
Siemens-Martin and Knives, Tweezers, Lag Screw Wrenches, You get it free 
—. Strength Wrench Sets, etc. with 
Booklet on request. 
/:MERIGAN ELECTRICAL WORKS : MATTHEWS 
vena _PHILLIPSDALE, RI Smith & Hemenway Co., Inc. SCRULIX ANCHORS 
CINCINNATI— . i Irvi ode . _ 
MOIMNEW YORK 103 87 Coit Street rvington, N. J. "VSN" MATTHEWS 2 ERO, Tne 


BOSTON—176 Federat St. 





St. Louis, Mo. 























nn 














LeIcH MAGNETO MULTIPLE SERVICE | 


is the thing for exchanges 
operating 300 to 1000 lines 


A Central Battery exchange of 500 lines requires $1821.00 greater yearly 
revenue to give service equivalent to that rendered by a LEICH MAG- 
NETO MULTIPLE PLANT. 


THIS IS WHY 


LEICH MAG. COMMON 
MULTIPLE BATTERY 








Approximate cost of central office equipment 

serving 500 city subscribers.............. $4250.00 $ 9000.00 
Cost of Converting or Replacing 500 magneto 

telephones with common battery sets @ 








DED cnitnG aceiheh ebeatiasahenh ine 3000.00 
Rehabilitation of wire plant to put city lines in 

shape for common battery............... 2500.00* 
(*Minimum.) 

rr a ok eek Raabe ab aaia $4250.00 $14,500.00 
OE hs acc cccvnsedachasiedveess 297.50 1015.00 
Interest Sere errr 297.50 1015.00 


Additional expense for maintenance due to 
added complications incident to common 


I COD 66 unc cdecbaedeeneeees 1200.00 
Average cost of furnishing power for switch- 
DE didnisndnhdtnt nd pdb an ebae heh ens 24.00 . 50.00 


Cost of renewing dry cells in 500 city tele- 
phones, including cost of dry cells and 
assuming that installer does no other 





work on trip, @ $1.68 per station.......... 840.00 
Yearly fixed charges............ $1459.00 $ 3280.00 
Yearly fixed charges for LEICH MAGNETO 
EE Aba6k4 ndeaetndbiceewionans- 1459.00 





Net yearly saving over common battery that 
can be effected by installing a LEICH 
MAGNETO MULTIPLE SWITCH- 
DEE 4 n0n6aeenoeekensnae meses sey ane de $ 1821.00 











Why tax your patrons $1821.00 per year for a doubtful benefit? 
They want good service at reasonable rates. 
You Can Give It with A LEICH Magneto Multiple Switchboard 


Why reduce your net income $1821.00 per year? 


You Can Save It for Dividends or Improvements by installing a 
LEICH Magneto Multiple Switchboard. 


Give us an opportunity to submit detailed specifications. 


LEICH ELECTRIC CO. 


Telephones, Switchboards, Accessories 
GENOA, ILLINOIS 





DISTRIBUTORS 
ELECTRIC APPLIANCE COMPANY ; TELEPHONE & ELECTRIC SUPPLY CO. 
Chicago, Dallas, San Francisco, New Orleans POST GLOVER ELECTRIC Co. Spokane, Wash. 
ST. PAUL ELECTRIC Co. Cincinnati, Ohio B-R ELECTRIC COMPANY 
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lf you were in job quick, and 
ssrectut vest «~~ CURRENT OPINIONS AND COMMENTS | oss) ts. th 
a sack of flour, or inquiry as to why 


a pair of shoes, or a ton of coal, and the 


dealers supposed to supply the public 
these necessities said you couldn't have 
them because of a shortage, the chances 
are you would be mad. 


And, 


along without these essentials, you heard 


then while you were scraping 
that over in the next county there was 
an abundance of flour, shoes and coal— 
proving that the only reason you were 
of these 
miserably inefficient plan of distribution 


that 


deprived commodities was a 


-the chances are you would be 
madder yet. 

That seems to be the way the people 
of Los Angeles feel about their lack of 
telephone service. The board of public 
utilities of that city has begun an inves- 
tigation to ascertain why unfilled orders 
for service are piling up at the rate of 
and also to 


several thousand a month, 


find out if the excuse of the Southern 


California Telephone Co., the local Bell 
licensee, that it cannot vet sufficient 
equipment is a really valid alibi. 

x * * * 


An- 


something that 


It seems probable that the Los 


geles board has started 


will 


vhole 


far-reaching effect on the 
The 


is probing into the manufacturing con- 


have a 
telephone situation. board 
ditions in the telephone field as a feature 
vhich may turn out to have a vital bear- 
ig on the problem of deficient telephone 
is being solicited 


ervice. Information 


the utility board from various quar- 


ters, and the trend of the inquiry indi- 
cates an airing of the relations of operat- 
ing companies with the Bell factory from 
a new angle—their effect on the growth 
of telephone service. 

The demand for additional telephone 
service is tremendous all over the coun- 
try, but the shortage in Los Angeles is 
more acute than anywhere else. In ex- 
planation, the local company pleads it 
cannot get equipment fast enough from 
the Bell factory. 

Evidence, however, has been submitted 
that other companies, which buy from 
Independent manufacturers, are able to 
Now 


desires to 


obtain all the apparatus needed. 
the utility board 


know why the Los Angeles company does 


naturally 


not buy in the market having the mate- 
rial and able to make deliveries. 
* aK as * 

Every telephone man, of course, knows 
why. The long-standing Bell policy pro- 
vides that its operating companies shall 
buy their equipment and supplies through 
the Western Electric Co., the Bell pur- 
chasing agent and manufacturing branch. 
The Western is swamped with business 
and cannot fill orders promptly. 

These are facts, but they have little 
the Los 
clamoring for telephones. 


weight with Angeles public, 
The public is 
not interested in Bell policies, customs 
and traditions. It wants telephone serv- 
ice. It doesn’t care what kind of equip- 


ment is used, so long as it appears on the 





the operating company does not buy equip 
ment where equipment can be had with 
out delay. 
a, 2 & @ 
lf the Los Angeles board pursues the 
subject very far, its inquiry no doubt 


will soon touch competitive conditions 
in the telephone manufacturing field and 
the 444 per cent which Bell licensees pay 
the parent company. The latter propo- 
sition has been investigated by a number 
of state commissions, some of whom 
have upheld the 4% per cent contract. 

The suggestion that the Bell buying 
policy tends to retard telephone growth 
and prevent the public from having serv- 
ice, however, is considered a new aspect 
of the case and may have important 
results. 

As has been emphasized in these col- 
umns before, the supreme duty of the 
men in charge of the telephone business 
of the United States is to give the pub- 
No 


narrow, hide-bound, antique custom or 


lic adequate and efficient service. 


rule should be allowed to restrict or de- 
lay the furnishing of the telephone serv- 
ice the people demand. 

+ * * * 

Partial recognition of this obligation 
has been shown by the Bell organization 
having its factory department buy from 
Independent manufacturers equipment 
This 
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needed in Bell exchanges. action 


has been commended by 


which believes, however, that the policy 








14 





























—— 


| 
H 


















































sell 


should be permitted to buy equipment 


should be extended. licensees 
in the open market. The acute shortage 
now existing makes this all the more 
necessary. The situation at Los An- 
xeles is proof of this statement. 

The inquiry will develop the facts that 
in some states Bell licensees are using 
Independent-made equipment, are getting 
prompt deliveries and, therefore, are able 
te meet the public demand for telephone 
service far more adequately than is the 
case in territory where this outside buy 
ing is not allowed. 

The results of purchasing apparatus 
made in Independent shops are proving 
satisfactory. There is no reason why it 
should be otherwise. Independent manu 
facturers and engineers have contributed 
much to the advancement of the tele- 
phone art, and a constructive policy on 
the part of the great Bell organization 
would lead to their protection 

Efforts to monopolize both the oper 
ating and manufacturing fields will tend 
to retard the natural growth of the tele 
phone industry, and lead to sure trouble. 


The city board will make a report to 


TELEPHONY 


the California Railroad Commission 





which will pass on the matter, and also 
on the question of rates which the South- 
ern California Telephone Co. desires in 
creased. Because of a contract made 
with the city when the merger was ef- 
fected five years ago, the company had 
no increase during the war period. 
+ * + * 

Speaking of the California commis 
sion, by the way, that body recently is 
sued a statement in reply to. criticisms 
hecause the commission found it neces 
sary to increase utility rates during the 
high price period. Sound = common 
sense reasons are given for the increases 
allowed and all telephone managers can 
use them in their own communities to 
good advantage. Here is an example: 

“But public utility rate increases have 
been held far below the level of all other 
commodity — prices. Practically — every 
other article which enters into the life of 
our people has advanced in price in a far 
greater extent than utility service. The 
commission has seen to it that the public 
utilities of California were not permitted 


to profiteer. They have not been al- 
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lowed to make an unjust or an unfair 
profit. 

The principle that the people are en 
titled to public utility service at cost, 
plus a reasonable profit, based upon the 
value of the property wisely used in pro 
viding such service, has been adhered to 
rigidly. It might be interesting to con 
jecture what the increases in public utility 
rates would have been compared with 
what they have been had there been no 
state regulation during this abnormal 
period. 

While prices ef various commodittes 
during the war period and thereafter ad 
vanced from 100 to 300 per cent, the in 
creased rates granted to all the utilities 
in California, including tereases granted 
to utilities durcny the period of federal 
control, have averaged not more than VW 
per cent.” 

: 

These remarks will apply with equa! 
truth to the situation in every state. In 
cidentally, they are a strone argument 
against abandoning the plan of . state 
commission — control. Ilinois “Home 


Rulers” should bear them in mind 


Commodity Prices and Valuations 


Fundamental Economic Factors Given in Valuable Discussion of Influence of 


Commodity Price Movement Upon Public Utility Valuations 


Presented Be- 


fore Telephone, Telegraph and Radio Sections of Western Society of Engineers 


\ public utility enterprise—meaning in 
accordance with the usual acceptance of 
the term, an enterprise engaged in the 
business of supplying a_ public utility 
service which enterprise is ordinarily 
owned by corporately-organized individ- 
ual investors—partakes of the character- 
istics of both public and private business 
enterprise and hence becomes quasi pub- 
lic. 

Accordingly, in any proceedings in- 
volving the evaluation of the property of 
a public utility enterprise for the pur- 
pose of determining fixed capital charges 
in cases where rates of charge for public 
utility service are in question, the inter- 
ests of the public and the public utility 
are inseparably interwoven and _ interde- 
pendent. 

That neither the public nor the public 
utility can be successfully outraged or 
exploited to the permanent advantage or 
profit of the other is a truism which 
seemingly, in view of the present-day 
knowledge of the subject, should be ac- 
cepted without question. The public and 


By H. R. Allensworth 


the public utility encounter in all such 
procedure the problem, common to both, 
of determining the property value or 
equitable amount upon which the public 
utility enterprise is entitled to earn a 
return and the equitable rates chargeable 
to the public for public utility service 
An inequitable adjudication of property 
values or rates of charge results in the 
violation of the property rights of either 
the public or the public utility. 

In view of the elaborate system of 
safeguards, both constitutional and _stat- 
utory, established for the protection of 
property rights, it is truly amazing to 
witness the perfunctory manner in which 
these rights are defended in most al 
cases involving the evaluation of public 
utility property. 

Public utility agents, especially in most 
cases it seems, are inclined to defend the 
property rights of the enterprise in a 
most perfunctory manner and accept in 
behalf of the enterprise, with seeming in- 
difference, valuations of public utility 
properties and rates of charge for public 





utility service which violate the property 
rights of the enterprise in a manner most 
flagrant. Apparently, the agents of both 
interests are inclined to tgnore the fact 
that to avoid violation of the propert 
rights of either the public or the pu! 
lic utility, the entire procedure of evalu: 
ation and rate making must be bast 
upon sound economic principles. 

Equitable valuations of public utilit 
properties and equitable rates of char; 
for public utility service will not obta! 
until the basic economic principles u1 
derlying the whole subject of propert 
value are accorded the most attenti 
consideration by the agents of both tl 
public and the public utilities. 

The evaluation of the property rig)! 
of any public utility enterprise for t! 
purpose of determining fixed capit 
charges in cases where rates of chare 
for public utility service are in questio 
is not a matter of engineering, nor is 
a matter of accountancy. Evaluation 
such cases, in the last analysis, is a m: 
ter of applied economics and the les 
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protection oft although 
the 
evaluation of public utility property nec 


essarily 


rights, 


property 


applied economics as pertaining to 


embraces engineering and ac- 


countaney: only, however, insofar as 


these subjects may become the means to 
an objective. 


The 


power of the 


purchasing 
the dollar, 
undergoes change in response to the in 
\ccord 
ingly, the dollar is unit of 
The the 
erty of any public utility enterprise neces 


exchangs value or 


monetary unit, 


uence of economic conditions. 


not a abso 


lute valuc evaluation of prop 


sarily requires the expression of invested 


wealth in terms of the monetary unit. A 


given quantity of invested wealth when 


and as expressed in terms of 


the 


money, 


varies as to amount with 
dollar. 

Consequently, to fulfill the requirement 
that 
amount otf wealth dedieated by a public 


the 


varvine 
value of the 
wealth, or 


of expressing imvested 


utility use, convenience 
the 
must 


enterprise to 


and service of the public, in terms of 


monetary unit, the monetary unit 


be interpreted in terms of value as of 


the date of consideration, A 


the 


proper in 


terpretation of monetary unit in 


terms of value as of a date certain, can 


restlt only from an intelligent interpre 


tation of basic economic principles. 
\ssuming a proper interpretation and 
application of the reproduction theory, a 
amount of invested 
dedicated by 


terprise to the 


statement ot the 


wealth a public utility en- 


use, convenience = and 


service of the public as of a date certain 
in terms of value in accordance with 
hasie economic principles, constitutes a 
statement of the property value of that 


enterprise, or the amount upon which the 
enterprise is 
of the 

Corollary t 


entitled to earn a return as 


date of consideration. 

this, we have the follow- 
ing definition of public utility property 
value as established in valuations for the 
purpose of determining fixed capital 
cases where rates of charge 
or public utility 


e., that 


charges in 
f service are in question, 
amount upon which the enter- 
entitled to earn a 


termined by 


prise is return as de- 
a proper application of the 
reproduction theory interpreted in 
cordance with basic economic principles, 


or that 


ac- 
amount of invested wealth dedi- 
cated by the enterprise to the use, con- 
venience, and service of the public when 
and as expressed in terms of the mone- 
tary unit interpreted in terms of value 


as ot the date of consideration 


General. 

The interpretation of economic princi- 
ples in the determination of the property 
value of utility 
the application of 
terpreted 


public enterprise—also, 
the principles as in- 
with the results of 
such application in the evaluation of a 


arge public 


torth in the 


together 


utility enterprise—are set 


tollowing discussion. 


The rise and 


fall of commodity prices, 
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especially major price movement, has 


ever been an attractive field for study 
and speculation. Major movement of 
commodity prices has been made the 
subject of searching inquiry and pro- 


found study by both classical and _polit- 


ical economists for perhaps hundreds of 


years. As a result of the time and ef 
fort devoted to this subject by econ 
omists and other competent investiga 
tors, a considerable amount of depend 


able information pertaining to commod- 


itv price movement has heen gleaned. 


There has resulted, however, not one 


preventative or remedial measure, con 


trived for the promotion of financial and 

















H. R. Allensworth, of St. Paul, Minn., Has 
Specialized in Public Utility Valuations. 
industrial welfare and the economic wel- 
the 
transitory effect. 


fare of individual of than 
\lso 
ed hut very little agreeable information 
the 


important question as to what ex- 


more 


there has result- 


on the subject of value. Moreover, 
ver\ 
tent commodity price movement may in- 
fluence value, as expressed in terms of 
monetary units, in the evaluation of pub- 
lic utility properties, especially in valua- 
tions for the purpose of establishing fixed 
rates of 


capital charges in cases where 


charge for public utility service may be 
in question, seems to have been hereto- 
fore accorded especial neglect. 

This is true also regarding the correl- 
ative question as to the amount of con- 
that com- 
price movement as indicative of 
the relative the 
in the determination of 


sideration should be extended 
modity 
unit 


worth of monetary) 


fair rates of 
charge for public utility service. 

Thus, with extended 
comes increasingly clear that despite the 
fund of 
able to the 
the problems associated with commodity 
with all 


inquiry it be- 


dependable information avail- 


those investigating subject. 


price movement their rami‘ica- 
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tions throughout the realms of econo 
mics, finance, industry and _ politics, re 
main unsolved te a very great extent 


The subject of rising prices and espe- 


cially the present high level of con 
modity prices together with the econ 
omic and political problems resulting 
therefrom, of which the present high 
price of living is but an episode, con 
stitutes the greatest, the most momentus 


presented for the 


| he 


economic question yet 


contemplation of man question of 


price movement involves every problem 
in the realm of finance and industry. Its 
factors are great in number and import 
and their seemingly limitless and va 
ried combinations create a perplexity 
truly amazing 

High prices are neither better nor 
worse than low prices in the welfare of 


industry and the economic welfare of 


the individual, assuming financial and in- 


dustrial conditions to have adjusted 
themselves to a given price level. The 
welfare of industry and the economx 


welfare of the individual is impaired by 
price movement, either upward or down- 
ward. 
During periods of declining prices 
losses occur throughout the realm of in 
Salary 


employment, 


dustry. and wage earners are 


deprived of business be 
comes stagnated and losses occur to all 

During periods of rising prices, sal- 
aries and wages are reduced in purchas- 
ing power, and are thus rendered inad 
the 


creased price of living. 


equate to meet corresponding in 


During periods of rising prices, all 


fixed income are lessened in 


funds, 


forms of 


worth. Trust philanthropic foun- 


dations, endowments for hospitals, uni- 
reduction 
principal, and the 


suffers a re- 


either suffer a 
value of the 
to the beneficiaries 
All forms of deferred 


versities, etc., 
in the 
income 


duction in worth. 


payment contracts are lessened in value 
All evidences of indebtedness such as 
bonds, debentures, notes, etc., are les- 


sened in value and the income therefrom 
suffers a reduction in worth. 


During periods of rising prices, invest 


ments in public utility properties are 
lessened in value, income from opera 
tion is reduced, and purchasing power 


and operating expenses are increased, all! 


of which tends towards rendering the 


business insolvent. 
Thus major movements of commodit 


prices, whether upward or downward 


result in absorbing capital and reducing 
income either in amount or wort! t 
both. 

This country has experienced two ma 


jor price movements during the last > 


years. From the period 1864 to 1895-6 
the commodity price movement was 
downward. From 1893-96 to the preset 
time, the movement of prices has bee 
pronouncedly upward, at a constantly 
creasing rate, to the present high le 















| 
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During the downward movement from 
1864 to 1893-96, commodity prices were 
gradually falling below the cost of pro- 
duction and it was the producers—espe- 
cially the rural people, the populist, the 
granger and the herder—who com- 
plained. With the upward mcvement of 
commodity prices from 1893-96 to date, 
it has been the city people to complain, 
a vast majority being dependent upon a 
fixed income of some form or other 
and most vehement has been their protes- 
tations against the high price of com- 
modities with the attendant high price 
of living. 

The movement of commodity prices, 
either upward or downward, promotes 
a very great portion of the people of the 
nation to immediate alarm, and they be- 
come most insistent in their demands 
upon the government for relief from the 
effect of economic forces over which the 
individual has no control. 

Largely in response to such demands 
and for other reasons, patriotic in some 
instances, public authority has from time 
to time exerted an honest effort, by the 
enactment of legislative measures, to 
“restore prosperity” during periods of 
declining prices or “reduce the high cost 
of living” during periods of rising 
prices. Also, contemporaneous with ev- 
ery agitation for economic reform, the 
ubiquitious political trickster has made 
his bid for patronage by flaunting pan- 
aceas guaranteed to cure all economic 








TELEPHONY 


ills—the result being further confusion 
in the minds of the world of business 
and the public generally as to the under- 
lying causes of price movement. 

Within the -last three decades this 
country has been agitated from time to 
time by many suggested economic re- 
forms. “Free silver,” “protective tariff,” 
“trust busting,” “banking reform,” “reg- 
ulation,” and others, each guaranteed by 
its proponents and adherents to sat- 
isfactorily adjust economic conditions; 
“restore prosperity” or “reduee the cost 
of living” whichever happened to be the 
need of the hour. Thus far there have 
not been enacted by either national or 
state legislative bodies, preventative or 
curative measures that have resulted in 
any lasting benefits. 

The usual result of all legislative mea- 
sures thus far enacted for the purpose 
of stabilizing economic conditions has 
been, in the attempt to remedy certain 
evils, to bring into evidence other evils 
of equal or greater force. In retrospect 
it seems that heretofore suggested and 
attempted economic reforms have been 
based upon the phantoms of some pre- 
vailing fancy engendered by temporizing 
expediency and current sentiment rather 
than upon profound convictions procre- 
ated from basic principles. 

An adequate concept of the cause and 
effect of price movement can result only 
from the fullest recognition of the fact 
that commodity price movements are 
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manifestations of certain phases of a 
most complex economic system yielding 
to the aggregate influence of many com- 
plex and variable economic forces and 
that economic forces follow certain well- 
defined laws or principles. 

The operation of economic forces in 
many cases is as absolute as the law of 
gravitation. The laws or principles gov- 
erning these forces are not ruled or 
swayed by civil or ethical standards of 
man-made laws of the body politic. Fur- 
ther, they can neither be abrogated or 
altered by public opinion, legislative 
enactments, judicial decree, or corporate 
policy. 

Until the fullest recognition of these 
facts obtains throughout the realms. of 
finance, industry, and politics, the efforts 
of public authority directed towards find- 
ing the cause of, the relief from, anam- 
alous economic conditions as reflected by 
price movement will be of no avail. At- 
tempts at price-fixing will accomplish 
naught. and discussion in Congress and 
legislature, in pulpit and chair, and in 
forum and press will amount to so much 
persiflage. 

Until the basic economic principles un- 
derlying the whole subject of price move- 
ment are accorded the most attentive con- 
sideration by those responsible for the 
management and operation of public util- 
ities by public utility commissions and by 
courts of law, the ever-re-occurring ques- 
tion as to what may constitute fair rates 
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of charge to the public for public utility 


service and what may constitute fair 
compensation to the public utility for 
supplying service, caanot be equitably dis- 
posed of. 

That “cost of service” is of primary 
importance and must be accorded first 
consideration as a primary upon 
which fair rates of charge for public 
utility service may be established, cannot 
reasonably be questioned, notwithstand- 
ing the fact that “value of service” and 
other criteria may become determining 
factors in specific cases, especially in the 
determination of class rates. 

The determination of the cost of pub- 
lic utility service necessarily involves in- 
quiry into the value of that property ded- 
icated to the use and convenience of the 
public. Value in such cases must neces- 
sarily be expressed in terms of the mon- 
etary unit. The basis of the dollar is 
fixed by statute in terms of one com- 
modity only, i. e., gold. 

Consequently, in response to the in- 
fluence of many complex and _ variable 
economic forces, the purchasing value oi 
the dollar as expressed in terms of com- 
modities other than gold, fluctuates. The 
price of commodities, excepting gold, and 
a few others in recent instances, is ‘not 
fixed. Hence, in response to the in- 
fluence of economic forces, the price of 
commodities, as expressed in terms of the 
monetary unit, fluctuates (exceptions as 
noted). The relative 


basis 


worths of com- 


modities remain comparatively constant. 


From this it becomes at once apparent 
that the evaluation of public utility prop- 
erties for the purpose of establishing 
fixed capital charges, in cases where rates 
of charge are in question, requires ex- 
pression of the value of property, which 
value remains comparatively constant, in 
terms of dollars, the value of which is 
constantly changing. In other words, 
the evaluation of public utility properties 
for this purpose requires interpretation 
of the dollar in terms of purchasing val- 
ue as of a date certain. A true state- 
ment of value can result from no other 


procedure. 
Definition of “Fair Value.” 
The term “fair value” has been ac- 


corded a certain degree of popularity in 
the language of courts and commissions 
in their decisions in valuation cases. An 
adequate definition of “fair value,” how- 
ever, seems to be lacking. Neverthe- 
less, accepting the.term for what it may 
mean, the question as to what may con- 
stitute so-called “fair value” in the de- 
termination of fair rates of charge for 
public utility service has in the past, and 
up to the present time, been made the 
subject of more or less contention before 
reviewing tribunals. 

The contestants in every case become 
involved in a maze of bewildering spec- 
ulation, based upen chimerical assump- 
tions, from which it is impossible to ex- 
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tract one scintilla of agreeable theory or 
argument in value. Price, 
cost, and value are hopelessly confused 
and definitions become ambiguous. 

The determination of the property val- 
ue of public utility property for the pur- 
pose of establishing fixed capital charges 


support of 


of, 


MONEY /N CIRCULATION ~ DOLLARS PER CAPITA 


Fig. 2. 


in cases of inquiry as to the reasonable- 
ness of rates of charge for public utility 
service, is not a matter of speculation, 
nor is it a matter of opinion. A true 
statement of property value for this pur- 
pose can result only from the intelligent 
interpretation of principles. 
Property value when thus determined ful- 
fills all requirements of so-called “fair 
value,” “rate-base value,” etc. 

The Prevailing High Level of Com- 

modity Prices. 


economic 


That the prevailing high level of com- 
modity prices is largely due to to the dis- 
tortion of economic conditions resulting 
from the recent World War is immedi- 
ately apparent. But while it is true that 
the recent World War has caused a most 
violent distortion of economic conditions 
which has naturally resulted in a most 
pronounced rise in the level of com- 
modity prices, it is nevertheless true that 
the tendency of commodity prices has 
been upward since 1896. Moreover, the 
economic forces causing the upward 
tendency of commodity prices from the 
year 1896 to the year 1913, and the 
economic forces causing the sudden and 
pronounced rise of commodity prices 
during the period of the World War, are 
generally the same; these forces ob- 
taining, of course, to the most exagger- 
ated degree during the latter period. 

The principal causes of the rise in com- 
modity prices to the prevailing high level 
are monetary causes which are manifest 
in the prevailing low purchasing power 
of the monetary unit. This is attested by 
the fact that countries of like monetary 
standards have like commodity price 
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movements. The commodity price move- 
ments of gold standard countries show a 
remarkable resemblance, as do also the 
commodity price movements of silver 
standard countries. 

The average price—provided the aver 


age is taken over a sufficient period of 


q 


RATIO Of CASH TO WOIVWIBUAL BANK DEPOSITS 


Graphs Showing Currency Inflation and Credit Expansion, 1895-1918. 


time—of a specific commodity, as com- 
pared to a similar average price of some 
other commodity, remains comparatively 
constant. This is well illustrated by the 
prices of the three basic industrial com 
modities—copper, pig iron and cotton. 

In Fig. 1 are presented graphs of the 
average prices prevailing each 
1860-1918 inclusive, for copper, pig iron 
and cotton. The line, A—B, through 
each of these graphs represents, for the 
purpose of comparison, the average price 
throughout the 59-year period. 

From the three lines, A—B, it is most 
patent that the average price throughout 
the last 25 years of this period, for each 
one of these commodities, has remained 
comparatively constant as compared with 
the same average prices of the other two. 
The average prices of all three commod- 
ities, as expressed in terms of dollars 
were, however, decreasing from 1862 to 
1893-96 and have been increasing from 
the period 1893-96 to the present time. 
This is found to be generally true of the 
prices of all commodities. 


year, 


Further argument should be unneces- 
sary to prove that, taken on an average, 
the worth of a commodity as measured 
in terms of other commodities remains 
comparatively constant—neglecting  in- 
fluence of the ratio of supply to demand— 
whereas, expressing commodity prices in 
terms of the monetary unit, price under- 
goes change with the changing purchas- 
ing power of the dollar. 

As a corollary of this, taken on an av- 
erage, the relative worths of industrial 
commodities, when measured in terms of 
other industrial commodities, remain com- 
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Fig. 3. 


paratively constant. Hence, neglecting 
the influence of the ratio of supply to de- 
mand, the present high level of com- 
modity prices, in its final analysis, is but 
expression of the prices of commodities 
as measured by the monetary unit, the 
purchasing power of which has been de- 
creasing for the past quarter century. 

The question of determining the cause 
of the prevailing high level of com- 
modity prices thus becomes that of 
determining the cause of the lessened 
purchasing power of the dollar. The pre- 
vailing low purchasing power of the dol- 
lar, as hereinbefore stated, is due prin- 
‘cipally to monetary causes—namely, cur- 
rency inflation and credit expansion. 

The more or less gradual inflation of 
currency and expansion of credit during 
the period from the year 1896 up to the 
financing of the recent World War, was 
caused, directly or indirectly, by the in- 
creasing power of the business world to 
make its own money, due to the increas- 
ing use of credits of various forms, the 
increasing power of the business world 
to prevent panics and control depressions, 
the increasing plentitude of gold for cur- 
rency purposes, the decreasing necessity 
of gold for redemption purposes, the in- 
creasing plentitude of easy credit for bus- 
iness and speculative operation, and the 
increasing deposits of surplus money as 
capital for credit. (Fig. 2). 

The world-wide inflation of currency 
and expansion of credit during the re- 
cent World War is, of course, directly 
attributable to the vitally urgent necessity 
of financing war materials purchases of 
unprecedented magnitude, mobilizing and 
placing in the field perhaps the largest 
armed forces the world has ever known, 
the maintaining of lines of communica- 


Changes in the Value of Bonds With Commodity 


tion to armies in the field, the most ex- 
tensive in history. 


The currency of the world, outside of 
Russja, increased from 1913 to 1918, 240 
per cent. The face value of this increase 
in currency, O. P. Austin has said, is 
equal to more than all the gold and all 
the silver mined throughout the world 
since the discovery of America. Na- 
tional debts of the world have increased 
from 1913 to 1919 450 Bank 
deposits during the period in- 
creased 200 per cent. 

In the United States, money in circula- 
tion increased from 1.5 billions in 1896 to 
3.36 billions in 1913 and from this amount 
in 1913 to 5.38 billions in 1918. An in- 
crease from 1896 to 1913 of 124 per cent 
and an increase from 1913 to 1918 of 60 
per cent; a total increase from 1896 to 
1918 of 258 per cent. 

Individual bank deposits increased from 
4.95 billions in 1896 to 17.5. billions in 
1913 and to 27.8 billions in 1918. An 
increase from 1896 to 1913 of 253 pe 
cent and an increase from 1913 to 1918 
of 50 per cent; a total increase from 1896 
to 1918 of 312 per cent. 

It has been argued that the currency 
system of the United States, is not in- 
flated. In fact, the Federal Reserve 
3oard has stated” that the expansion of 
federal reserve notes is the result of and 
not the cause of high prices; that federal 
reserve notes grow only out of legitimate 
commercial transactions and are backed 
up by a 40 per cent minimum gold re- 
serve. 

However, the security underlying the 
currency system is primarily the market- 
able wealth of the nation. Consequently, 
the amount of gold reserve underlying 
bank notes, separately considered, is no 


per cent. 
same 


Price Movement. 


criterion as to the solvency of the cur- 
rency system. Furthermore, when a 
transaction is made on inflated prices, 
whether there be 40 or 100 per cent of 
gold reserve behind the federal reserve 
notes, the Federal Reserve Board by dis- 
counting the paper that grew out of trans- 
actions on an inflated basis, sanctions the 
outside existing inflation, and the credit 
power of the nation is correspondingly 
expanded. 

Accepting the general term, “credit 
power,” in its broadest sense, it cannot 
be denied that the credit power of this 
country is expanded to an unprecedented 
extent and that the present expansion of 
the credit power of the nation is the 
cause of the existing 
value of the dollar. 

The inflation theory may, perhaps, be 
best expressed as follows: The purchas- 
ing value of the monetary unit at a 
given time is determined by the ratio of 
total credit outstanding (currency in cir- 
culation and bank deposits) to the 
amount of marketable wealth. 

A decrease in amount of marketable 
wealth, or an increase in amount of 
credit outstanding, causes relative infla- 
tion of the monetary unit with conse- 
quent diminished purchasing power. The 
production of marketable wealth limits 
the increase in national wealth and the 
nation’s income. Increasing the amount 
of currency in circulation will not unlock 
Nature’s storehouses of riches, nor will 
an increase in the velocity of money cir- 
culation through credit expansion. 

The dollar has declined in purchasing 
value since 1896, and especially under the 
necessities of war financing, because ex- 
pansion of the credit power of the na- 
tion has proceeded at a rate exceeding the 


low purchasing 














January 29, 1921. 


increase in realizable wealth. The restora- 
tion of the purchasing value of the dollar 
to the basis prevailing in 1913-14 can be 
accomplished in either one of two ways 
—increasing 
credit power. 

Increasing 


production, or contracting 


production sufficiently to 
overcome the existing credit expansion 
will, for various reasons, probably not 
be accomplished to any appreciable ex- 
tent. 
appreciable extent within the next 


Contraction of credit power to an 
few 
years seems to be highly improbable be- 
cause of the impracticability of rapidly 
contracting the credits 
standing as a result of war financing. 
While it is quite possible that the ex- 
isting war credits will be gradually with- 
drawn, due cognizance must be accorded 


enormous out- 


the fact that the large issues of war se- 
curities will be more and more used as a 
basis for corporate and individual loans 
so that the 
from this one source alone will probably 
offset to a 


increasing use of credits 


degree what 
would otherwise be a normal and grad- 
ual reduction of outstanding credit. 


considerable 


These and other factors indicate that 
the present high level of commodity 
prices will prevail for at least several 


years to come, unless existing conditions 


are greatly changed by some _ violent 


economic disturbance. 

The effect of the prevailing high level 
of commedity prices on long-term invest- 
ments and fixed income and the change 
in value of long-term investments and 
fixed incomes with commodity price 
movement is cogently illustrated by the 
change in the value of bonds with com- 
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the 


modity price movement as shown by 
graph, Fig. 3. 

Ordinarily in the realms of finance and 
business, bond values are thought of and 


The 
best 
pressed in terms of an. equivalent amount 
of useful goods. 


expressed in terms of dollars. 
value of 


real 
bonds is, however, ex- 
In Fig. 3, bond values 
expressed in terms of commodities are 
shown for each year 1862-1918 inclusive. 

This graph shows that in 1914 a $1,000 
bond selling at par would buy a given 
According 
to price statistics, the same bond in 1919 
would buy only half as much as it would 


amount of living necessities. 


live years previous. 

The decreasing purchasing power of 
the dollar from 1896 to 1919 is forcibly 
illustrated by the graph, Fig. 4. This 
graph reveals the purchasing power of 
the dollar as terms of the 
average wholesale price of all commodi- 
ties, the purchasing power of the dollar 
as of 1896 being taken as unity. 

From this, it is seen that the purchas- 
ing power of the dollar as of 1918 was 
only one-third of what it was in 1896 or, 


measured in 


stated conversely, the dollar depreciated 
in purchasing power 66 per cent from 
1896 to 1918. 

Losses accruing because of this depre- 
ciation in the purchasing power of the 
dollar Irving 
estimated that from 1896 to 
the World War, the shrink- 


purchasing power of world 


are colossal. Professor 
Fisher has 
the end of 
age in the 
moneys has been a hundred billion dol- 
The shrinkage in the purchasing 
power of the 1896 to 


has produced proportional losses. 


lars. 


dollar from date 
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The losses are trust funds, philan 
thropic foundations, endowments, etc., 


those holding promises to pay in depre- 
ciated 
bank depositors, 
itors), all 


currencies (bondholders, savings 


etc., and other cred 


business enterprise operated 
upon fixed rates of charge for the out- 
put or service produced or rendered, and 
salaried 


upon 


workers and others dependent 
Public 
utility enterprises, especially those oper 


ating under 


any form of fixed income. 


franchises or contracts re- 
quiring fixed rates of charge over long 
periods of time, have suffered losses ag- 
gregating enormous amounts. 

This Fig. 4, the 
purchasing power of the dollar as meas 
ured in terms of the average wholesale 
price of all commodities, the purchasing 
power of the dollar as of 1913-14 being 
taken as unity. 

(To be continued) 


graph, also reveals 


Change in Owners of Paulding 
(Ohio) Home Company. 
Harry Moltz, J. B. Dailey, and Harve 
M. Smith, all of Decatur, Ind., have pur 
the controlling interest in the 
plant of the Paulding Home Telephone 
Co., at Paulding, Ohio, and the transfer 
has been completed. The Decatur 
recenily sold their holdings in the Mon- 


chased 


men 


roe Telephone Co., in Decatur county, 
to the Citizens Telephone Co., of De 
catur. 


Mr. Moltz will be president of the new 
ly-purchased company, Mr. Dailey, sec- 
retary, Mr. Smith, manager. The 
Paulding company has 800 telephones and 
a central 


and 


energy system. 
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THE PURCHASING POWER OF THE DOLLAR 
Measured in Terme of Commodities 
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Power of the Dollar in Terms of Average Wholesale Price of All Commodities. 


‘Telephone Manufacturing Inquiry 


Los Angeles Utilities Board Starts Investigation to Determine 1 
Policy Causes Shortage of Telephone Service Manufacturers Asked for 


Information on Conditions 


Board of 
that the 
situation 


The 
Virblic 


telephone 


(Calif.) 
theory 


Los Angeles 
Utilities 
manufacturing 
with the 


has a 
has 
considerable to do inability of 
the local operating company to fill orders 
ior telephone service, and has begun an 
investigation which may have an im 
portant effect on the 
in the manufacturing field. 

Like United 


States, Los Angeles is complaining bitter 


conditions existing 


many other cities in’ the 
ly beeause it cannot obtain the telephone 
service demanded by business houses and, 
City officials and commercial 
after the local Bell 


company with a sharp stick, and the com 


individuals. 
organizations are 


pany explains its failure to install long 
delayed orders for telephones by stating 
it cannot get the necessary equipment fast 
enough to keep up with the demand 

The board of public utilities, in’ try 
ing to relieve the situation, has been ad 
vised that other telephone companies are 
able to get apparatus, and naturally it is 
why Angeles 

Unofficially, the 
Angeles 


curious to ascertain Los 
should be “the 
board has learned that the 
Sell company buys its equipment only 
from the Western Electric Co.—the Bell 
factory—and that the Western is unable 
to supply all the requirements of Bell 
licensees with any degree of promptness 


goat.” 
Los 


“Why then,” asks Los Angeles, “does 
not the local company obtain equipment 
Our city is clamor 
is the duty 


from other sources? 
ing for telephone service. It 
of the local company to install the ap 
paratus without unnecessary delay. Let 
us find out where the equipment can be 
obtained, and see that it is put into serv 
ice so we can have telephones.” 

To further this idea and satisfy the 
thirst for information on the subject, the 
hoard of public utilities has sent out a 
avestionnaire to all manufacturers of tele 
phone equipment, designed to collect all 
the facts on the’ subject Angeles 
wants to know whether it is getting a 
scuare deal, whether it is really im- 
possible to get equipment as the local Bell 
has intimated, and, if it is possible to get 
the apparatus, what should be done to 
yet it quickly, for the city is pleading for 
telephone service as never before. 


Los 


Following are the questions on which 
the Los Angeles board is seeking informa- 
tion pettaining to this important subject: 

“1. What classes of telephone equip- 
materials does company 
manufacture ? 

2. Does your company make immediate 
delivery on all orders placed for equip- 
materials which you manufac- 


ment or your 


ment or 


All 


ture: (a) at this time; (b) during 1919; 
(c) during 1920; if not, what classes of 
material or equipment have you been un 
able to giving 
ability to supply. 

om if 


cyuipment of 


supply reasons for in 


there has been a shortage of 


materials, will the situation 
hecome more acute before improving, or 
has the peak been reached ? 

!. Are difficulties de 
leying the shipment of equipment or ma 


(bh) 


transportation 


terials (a) at the 
during IO: (e) 
a) \re 


or external preventing you from making 


present time; 
during 1920? 
labor conditions either internal 
present time; (b) 
120? 


hipments: (a) at the 
1919: 


your 


during (ce) during 

if Is 
difficulty in obtaining raw materials: (a) 
at the (hy) 1O19: 


(ce) during 


company experiencing any 
present time; during 
1920 ? 

7. Are any orders placed with your 
company by the Bell telephone companies, 
either directly or through their purchas- 
Western Cof ii 


small quantities, and for 


ing agent, the Electric 
.o, in large or 
what equipment or materials? 

8. Tlow long have the Bell telephone 
companies been purchasing equipment or 
materials from your company? Have 
their demands increased recently? 

9% Would your standard equipment ot 
large 
switchboards with standard Western Elec 


equipment of 


materials, operate efficiently on 


tric equipment? Is your 
sich a nature that an operator trained in 
the use of the standard Western Elec 
tric equipment, could alternate the use 
of said equipment and that of your com 
i your equipment 
that it 


necessary for a large telephone company 


pany, efficiently? Does 


vary to such an extent would be 
to carry a complete stock of parts of your 
tranufacture, in order to operate efficient- 
ly? 

10. Could your output be increased if 
your company were given a permanent 
share of the Bell companies’ business, in 
addition to your regular customers as of 
the present time?” 

The phraseology of the first six queries 
give a line on the excuses advanced by 
the Bell for failure to provide equip 
ment—transportation difficulties, labor 
troubles, lack of raw materials, etc. 

This action of the Los Angeles board 
is of special interest to Independent tele- 
phone men for the reason that it brings 
to the front the question of competition in 
the manufacturing field. Tf it is pushed 
to its logical conclusion, observers point 
out that it should result in the Bell li- 


censee companies buying equipment where 


20 


sell Buying 


Independents Can Supply Equipment Promptly 


they can wet it most advantaveousl 


As is 


compelled its operating-companies to buy 


well known, the Bell policy has 
Bell purchasing and 
Western 


Angeles 


equipment from the 
department, the 
The 
that 
being deprived of 


manufacturing 


Electric Co. Los board 


also learned while its citizens were 


telephone service be 
local could not. get 


cause the company 


eauipment, the Bell factory was actively 
soliciting business from Independent com 
panies 

This 


only 


has caused much irritation, not 


among the people debarred from 


service but among Independent maker 
who complain that this is unfair com 
petition, for they are unable to sell the 
Bell licensees 

An echo of this 
of Washington the 


Associated Press 


condition came out 
when the 
that = the 
Federal Trade Commission had cited the 
Western Electric Co. to 


plaint of unfair 


other day 


announced 
answer a com 
competition in. the sal 
of telephone equipment. The press dis 
patch said: 

set forth that the Western 
leetric Co. had entered into ‘tying’ con 
Bell Tiacle 
pendent telephone companies for the sal 
that these 
equipment of any 


“The citation 


tracts with the system and 


of equipment upon condition 
companies not use the 
of its competitors.” 


The 


the Independents an excellent opportunit 


Los Angeles inquiry will afford 
to advance the arguments they hold in 
proof of their contention. that they hav: 
contributed much to the development o! 
the telephone and are entitled to a shar 
of business. 

For No. 9 in th: 


questionnaire will elicit information show 


instance, question 
ing that there are no serious obstacles | 
Bell licensees using Independent appar 
tus. It that Tie) 
pendents sets whi 
include circuits similar to Western Ele 


will be demonstrated 


produce substation 
tric circuits in every particular, and th 
Independent-made telephones and switc! 
hoards are interchangeable with the Ic! 
factory apparatus, so that operators |: 
miliar with the latter would have no dil! 
culty in handling the former and th 
without special training. 

This is proved by the fact that [nd 
pendent equipment is in service as pa 
of the Bell system all over the country 
exchanges originally built by Independen 
and later purchased by the Bell. The 
purchased exchanges, as well as_ Ind 
pendent plants with which the Bell t 
lines connect, are daily switching lo: 
distance ¢alls through switchboards a) 
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telephones made im Independent shops. wiiling years ago to follow a “live and let sell competitors tind it necessary to ex 
Arguments will also be presented to jive” policy, the industry would be in far pedite shipments to such territory. Where 
the Los Angeles utility board to show better condition than it finds itself in no such competition acts as a spur, how 
that had the Bell organization given the — today. ever, the public waits (as in Los Angeles) 
Independent manufacturers a fair deal, The shortage of telephone apparatu until it is convenient 
and provided them with sufficient busi of which Los Angeles complains, is not An important feature of the Los An 
ness to make up for that lost through peculiar to that section, but prevails prac geles inquiry will be the interpretation 
Kell purchases of operating plants, thi placed on the fact that the Bell organiza 
one-sided competition would not be caus tion has been for some months purcha 


You despise books; you, whose 


, : whole lives are absorbed in the vani- 
\ constructive policy on the part of ’ aia ; the immense volume of business in the 
‘ , ties of ambition, the pursuit of pleas- he : 
the Bell organization would have causer 5 Western Electric factory 
ure, or indolence; but remember that 


all the known world, excepting only 
Savage nations, is governed by books. 


ing the trouble it is today ing Independent apparatus to help hand 


it to protect—at least not to injure This was a sensible thing for the Bell 


the Independent manufacturers who were to do, in order to render telephone serv 





upplying the needs of a large portion of Voltaire ice, but it will probably force the con 
the telephone using public. Instead, how , viction that this policy should be greatly 
ever, these manufacturers have found extended to meet still further the unpre: 
their field curtailed, and their investment; tically throughout the entire country, ex edented demand It should result i 
ignored cept in localities where Independent com throwing the entire field open and en 

The point will be made that the Dell, — petition exists In these localities, the abling Bell licensee companies to buy di 
in its efforts to monopolize both the facts justify the conclusion that the Bell rect wherever they can obtain the best 
operating and manufacturing branches can and does provide equipment promptly and quickest manufacturing service. Thi 
of the business, has been unable to suppls in order that its licensee company may policy would enable each company to 
the demand for telephone service, and furnish service to meet this Independent meet its own peculiar needs according to 
has actually retarded the normal growth competition. its individual conditions, and would tend 
of the telephone utility. The contention Independent operating companies have to a wider and more equitable develop 
will be made that if the Bell had been — no trouble in obtaining apparatus, so their ment of the telephone industr 
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By Miss Anne Barnes, 
Praveling Chief Operater, lowa Independent Telephone Association, 1) Voimes, lowa 
‘Oh, Mary, | heard that our supervisor is going to quit | suppose that I am elected to take up the weary 
march, as Tam next in line, you know 
“| hate to give up my board by the window, but that supervisor's salary and no Sunday hours appeal to 
me. I'm not crazy about hooting it up and down the floor all day behind you kids, as my feet nearly kill me 


in these French heel slippers, but | need the money.” 


New operator: 

“Why were you laughing at me in the operating room this morning? Did J make a mistake?” 

Old operator: 

“Oh, | was just laughing at all your ‘Vlease hold the line’ gabble. Can that stuff. We all do after we leave 


the school room.’ 
x kk * ® 


“Oh, dear, there goes the last bell and | still have my gum in my mouth. What shall | do?” whispered the 
new operator to an old one, as they were about to enter the operating room. 


“Spit it into your horn; | often do,” was the reply. 
‘ * k e 


“I'm going to the dance over at Smalltown, tonight, Mame.” 
“Why, you won't get home until three in the morning. Won't you be dead tired tomorrow?” 
“Dead tired is right—and then some. Precious little good I'll be at the board tomorrow. | would stay 


home, but—well, I need the money.” 
k ¥ + * * 


“Oh, doesn't time fly when the board is as busy as it was this morning? I just love a busy board.” 


: OVERHEARD IN THE REST ROOM 
| 
| 


+ * s + * 


§ “Say, Old Lady Johnson bawled me out this morning. I was busy and she was trying to get me back on 
¢ i connection, 

“IT told her to quit her batting, and she said that she was going to report me for slow service and imperti 
nence. | had a notion to give her a good biff in the ear so she could make up a good story while she was at it. 
What makes telephone operating so hard is having old hens cackling their troubles into the manager's ears. 
If he would just take their telephones out, it would be a good thing.” 


For whom? 
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Connection Charges in California 


A Story of Service Connection Charges—First Order of Commission in 1915 Provided 
for Return of Amount Charged If Service Continued for Year—Independent Associa- 
tion of California Instrumental in Securing New Order Eliminating Refund Feature 


(me of the first far-reaching problems 
which was considered by the California 
Railroad after it 


jurisdiction over the public service cor- 


Commission assumed 
porations in its regulatory capacity, was 
that of the 
cancellation 


application of short-term 


rates, charges, and of de- 


from sub- 
scribers as a guarantee of the payment 


of future charges. 


posits required prospective 


various 
times during the first two years of its 


Having been called upon at 
existence, to decide whether such charges 
were justifiable, the commission, on Sep- 
1914, own 
the proceeding entitled “In the 


matter of the practice of water, gas, elec- 


tember 23, instituted on its 


motion 


tric, and telephone utilities requiring de- 
posits service.” This 
was done with a view to establishing uni- 


before rendering 
form practices among the various utilities 
operating in the state. 

A number of held in 
San eight 
months, in which evidence was presented 
by the various utilities of the state justify- 
ing their practice. 


were 
during the 


hearings 


francisco next 


briefs were also filed 
by several companies, and questionnaires 
sent out by the commission were an- 
swered by about 250 utilities. 

The 


decision 


investigation 

No. 2689 August 
12, 1915. Certain modifications were made 
on November 5, 1915 in decision No. 2879, 
and since that time all utilities operated 
subject to 


was completed and 
rendered on 


rules under these decisions, 
or, as they are more commonly referred 
to, Case 683. 

Rule 14 Established. 

The order in established 
certain rules and regulations which were 
made applicable to the utilities specified, 
among which was a rule known as Rule 
14, with the dis- 
connecting and reconnecting service con- 
nections, as follows: 


this decision 


reference to cost of 


Under reasonable non-discriminatory 
rules and regulations, to be prepared in 
the first instance by the utility, subject 
to review by the railroad commission, a 
water, gas, electric or telephone utility 
may provide that the cost of disconnect- 
ing and reconnecting service connections 
may be (1) charged directly to the new 
or resuming consumer; or (2) distributed 
over the periodic payments over a reason- 
able period of time; or (3) merged in 
the general operating expenses. The so- 
called “cancellation charges” of water, 
gas, electric and telephone utilities are 
hereby abolished. 


In compliance with the requirements of 
this rule, the telephone utilities quite gen- 


erally adopted and filed a rule, known also 
as Rule 14, because it was filed in accord- 


ance with the terms of the foregoing rule, 
and provided as follows: 


A charge of $3.50 shall be made to all 
applicants for the establishment of serv- 
ice, provided that no charge shall be made 
applicants who sign for service to be 
rendered by the use of telephones as then 
in place. If a charge of $3.50 has been 
made for the establishment of service, 
and service is continued at the same 
address for 12 months, this amount, with- 
out interest, shall then be returned to the 
subscriber. 


Not only did the order under this de- 
abolish all cancellation charges, 
short-term rates, and deposits to guar- 
antee the flat-rate 
which were usually payable in advance, 
but Rule 12 prohibited (except in certain 
defined cases) the utilities from requir- 


cisic mn 


payment of services 


ing an applicant to sign a contract as a 
condition precedent to service, thus doing 
term-contract. The return 
of the charge for the establishment of 
service after service had continued 
for 12 result of the old 
which otherwise was 


away with a 
been 
months was a 
one-year contract, 
abolished. 
Connection Charge Adopted. 
Sometime after the investigation by the 
California had 
pleted, similar investigations were held by 
and Wash- 


commission been com- 


the commissions of Oregon 
ington. 

Rules 
California 


similar to those in effect in 
found to be just 
reasonable by each of these commissions, 


were and 
and under these rules the télephone com- 
panies, especially the Pacific Telephone & 
Telegraph Co., filed rules for the estab- 
lishment of similar to the rule 
mentioned as Rule 14. The Washington 
commission, however, did not require the 


service 


return of the service connection charge. 


This last form 
of the rule was later adopted by the Idaho 
commission. 

During the period of federal control, 
the operating board, looking for the best 
part of the country 
with the object of establishing uniform 
regulations for*the country as a whole, 


at the end of the year. 


practices in every 


adopted the service connection charge as 
applied on the Paciic Coast and made its 
application universal. As far as Cali- 
fornia was concerned, the service connec- 
tion was not new, but the method of ap- 
plication was changed. 

At the meeting of the Independent 
Telephone Association of California held 
on July 18 and 19, 1920, the executive 
committee recommended that application 
should be made to the railroad commis- 
sion to continue all rates and rules which 
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had become effective during the period 
of federal Acting under this 
recommendation, the president of the 
association had a uniform form of appli- 
filed 
number of companies. The commission, 
August 1, 1919, 
57, continuing all such 


control. 


cation prepared, which was by a 


however, on issued its 
general order No. 
rates until formal action should be taken 
thereon, but ordered the utilities to re 
turn to the rules filed under decision No 
2879, 
Joint Application Filed. 
The immediate effect of this general 
order was to nullify the applications as 
filed, the continuance 
of the service connection charge as ap- 
plied from December 1, 1918 until July 
31, 1919. 
dismissed 


which asked for 


These applications were later 
joint application 
made by 17 of the principal telephone 
utilities of the state, including both Bell 
and Independent companies, asking for 
a modification of general order No. 57, 
(under which title the proceeding was 
known) permitting the filing of a modifi 
cation of their rules allowing the service 
connection charge to be retained. The 
applications asked, in other words, to be 
permitted to charge part of the expense 
of establishing directly to the 
new or resuming consumer, as set forth 


Rule 14 as 


and a was 


service 
in section 1 of commission's 
quoted. 

For those companies which were mem 
hers of the Independent Telephone Asso 
California, the matter 
handled by a committee consisting of 
President D. S. Parker, manager of the 
Pomona Valley Telephone & Telegrap! 
Union, F. H. Wright, secretary and man 
ager of the Home Telephone Co., of Co 
vina, and Secretary, Ernest Irwin, of th: 


ciation of was 


association. 

Datum was prepared from the record 
of a number of Independent companie 
principally those managed by membe 
of the committee, and the Southwester 
Home Telephone Co., of Redlands, an 
the Whittier Home Telephone & Tel 
graph Co. This was consolidated in 
single exhibit, which showed that the e 
pense per installation, where the instr 
ment was not in place, varied from $4. 
to $5.55, (against which the utilities ask 
to make a charge of $3.50) and whe 
the instrument was in place from $2. 
to $2.60 (for which a charge of $1. 
was asked). 

Lists of operations necessary in esta 
lishing service showed that an avera 
of 30 distinct operations were perform 
in order to make service available fo: 
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new subscriber. Other statements showed 
the ratio of 


installations and disconnec- 
tions to the net gain or loss in instruments 
in each exchange. 

Similiar exhibits were prepared by the 
Southern California Telephone Co., the 
Pacific Telephone & Telegraph Co., and 
the Santa Barbara Telephone Co. 

The association also prepared an argu- 
ment showing the peculiarities of the 
telephone problem, charges made for spe- 
cial service, the 
with service connection charges and the 


practice in connection 
objections to that system. This argument 
was printed in the form of a 
booklet, entitled 
Telephone 


l6-page 
“Memorandum by the 
Relating to the 
Justice and Reasonableness of a Charge 


Company, 


for Service Connection.” 

It was thus shown that the telephone 
problem differed from that of other utili- 
ties in many the 
consumers or 


particulars, in inter- 


between its sub- 


scribers, in the completeness of its serv- 


relation 


ice, and in the dependence on each other 
of the instrumentalities by which service 
is rendered. 

Patron Should Pay Move Expense. 

lLlearings were held in Los Angeles on 
July 1, and in San Francisco on July 13, 
1920, before Commissioners Loveland and 
Brundige, at which time the exhibits re- 
ferred to above were introduced, and the 
“Memorandum” was read into the record. 
The applicants’ position throughout was 
simply that the burden of the expenses 
of installation, moving, or disconnecting 
telephones should be paid by the subscrib- 
ers who make such expenses necessary, 
submitted that the 
form of service connection charge would 


and they proposed 
take care of these expenses in an equi- 
table manner, and that, therefore, it was 
a just and reasonable charge. 

\ striking feature of the San Francisco 
hearing, which varied the monotony of 
oral testimony and the introduction of 
typewritten or blue-printed statements or 
drawings, was the placing in evidence by 
the Southwestern Home Telephone Co. 
of an exhibit showing the actual records 
as made by the company in the establish- 
ment of for a subscriber. This 
e-hibit, prepared under the direction of 
perintendent C. D. Rolfe, consisted of 


feet 


service 


cloth roll approximately 2 wide 


ad 12 feet long. 

n this were mounted samples of all 
c.-ds, forms, ledger pages, etc., used by 
th company, including the addressograph 
stcneil as made for the new 
av! an actual page from the “Informa- 
tin” operators’ directory. The explana- 
tion, made in detail by the company’s 
ercineer of the entire process of insti- 
tuiing a new service, proved interesting 
to many present who were not familiar 
“ae the practical side of the telephone 
Nisiness, 


subscriber, 


\fter due deliberation the commission, 
on September 24, 1920, handed down its 
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decision No. 5767 giving its opinion and 
order in the matter. It found that “due 
to the numerous necessary transactions 
involved in meeting the demands of those 
desiring telephone installations, 
each involving a greater or less expense, 
and 


service 


which are not involved by other 
classes of utilities in meeting the demands 
of their patrons, it is held that such ex- 
pense should not be passed to permanent 
subscribers through general operating 
costs, but that the utilities should be per- 
mitted to retain permanently the installa- 
$3.50 in 


all cases except retention of installed in- 


tion charge, which is fixed at 
struments, known as supersedures, which 
is fixed at $1.50.” 

As those companies had filed 
applications at or about the time of ter- 
mination of 


which 


federal control, seeking au- 
thority to retain installation 
that 


retain the 


charges, 


urged they be given authority to 
installation charges collected 
between July 31, 1919 and August 1, 1920 
the commission ruled that 


utilities 


“all telephone 
which had applications pending 


with the commission for permission to 


retain installation charges and _ which 
issued receipts subsequent to federal con- 
trol of telephone utilities and prior to 
date of present order, which receipts did 
not guarantee return of 


permitted, if they so desire, to retain the 


deposits, are 


charge so collected.” 

This decision distinctly shows that the 
telephone utility is not comparable with 
other utilities in many particulars, and 
that uniform rules applied to all will not 
necessarily provide protection, but rather 
may work a hardship on 
and patrons. 


both company 
The petition was granted 
with the exception that the charge for 
extension telephones and for additional 
private branch exchange stations installed 
after the original installation should not 
exceed $1.50. 

Immediately upon receipt of the de- 
cision, the Independent Telephone Asso- 
ciation of California sent a letter to each 
Independent company in the 
state, explaining the means by which the 
terms of the order might be made ef- 


fective, and 


telephone 


enclosing copies of the 


amended schedule of charges made out 
in the form of a letter to the commission, 
ready to be dated signed by the 
utility and filed with the commission. 
pointed out that without the 
association’s effort, the commission’s 
order would not have been realized at 
that time, and that the order applied to 
all telephone utilities operating in Cali- 
fornia, whether or not they had joined in 
the application to the commission. 


and 


It was 


Cuba and United States to Be Con- 
nected by Telephone. 
Representatives of the Cuban-Ameri- 
can Telephone & Telegraph Co., of New 
York, obtained a permit from the state 
department on January 4. to land three 
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submarine cables from Havana, Cuba, at 


Key West, Fla. 


communication 


They state that telephon: 
Cuba and _ the 
United States will be started by 

The 
Telegraph Co. is 
International 
Corp., 61 


between 
spring. 
Cuban-American Telephone & 
owned jointly 


Telephone & 


by the 
Telegraph 
3roadway, New York City, and 
the American Telephone & Telegraph Co.. 

Through the long distance lines of thi 
Cuban 


Telephone Co., which is one o! 
the associated enterprises of the Interna 
tional Telephone «& Telegraph Corp., and 
the Bell this 


communication 


system in country, verbal 


between Santiago de 
Cuba and San Diego, Calif., will be with- 
in the possibilities of the new service, ac 
cording to reports. 

Its principal commercial importance, 
however, will lie in an efficient telephon« 


service between New York and Havana, 
the first and second ports, respectively, 
in importance in the Western Hemi 


sphere. 

One telephone circuit will give contin 
York, so that 
wher the Havana long distance operator 


uous direct service to New 


rings, the call will sound in the New 
York central. Another will go through 
the switchboard at Jacksonville, Fla., and 


will be available to serve central, eastern 
and The third will 
enter the Key West central, from which 
point the southern states may be reached. 


mid-western states. 


International 
Telephone & Telegraph Corp., who were 
in Washington to receive the permit, de- 
clare that engineers who have been work 


Representatives of the 


ing for months on the plans had given 
assurance that by the 
repeaters in a way never before attempt 


use of mechanical 
ed, a party in Cuba would be able to talk 
with New York, Montreal, 
Chicago, St. Louis or New Orleans. 
Keystone Telephone Co. Earnings 
for Month of December. 

The Keystone Telephone Co., of Phil 

adelphia, has issued its comparative state 


another in 


ment of earnings for the combined com 
panies for the month of December, 1920, 
and for the 12 months of last year, end- 
ing with December 31, as follows 


For month 
ended Dec. Year 
31,1920. previous. 
Gross earnings ......$ 169,631 $ 165,935 
Operating expenses 


ee 106,237 96,971 
Net earnings ....... 63,394 68,964 
Less interest charges 39,530 35,681 
Balance available for 

dividends, surplus 

and interest....... 93,864 33,283 

For 12 months 
ended Dec. Year 


31, 1920. previous. 
Gross earnings ...... $1,758,231 $1,656,450 
Operating expenses 


i Ce fons chae 1,165,535 1,095,928 
Net earnings ....... 592,696 560,522 
Less interest charges 436,998 363,695 
Balance available for 

dividends, surplus . 

and reserve....... 155,698 196,82% 











Strowger Automatic 
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TROWGER Automatic Telephone equipment has never been 
found inadequate. In even the oldest exchanges—in opera- 
tion nearly two decades — growth, expansion, increased 

traffic, varied types of service, have all been met by economical 
readjustments in existing equipment and by simple additions. 


Single offices, serving a few thousand subscribers, have 
grown into multi-ofhce networks serving as many tens of 
thousands. 


About one main exchange zs a nucleus, systems with numer- 
ous outlying country exchanges have grown up. 


Rural lines, party lines, P. B. X. service, long distance calling, 
have been added where originally only single-party service was 
handled by the dial. 


Experience with hundreds of exchanges, operating for up to 
20 years, proves that a company which starts with Strowger 
Automatic equipment can continue with Strowger whatever de- 
mands are made upon its system, and at every step render sat- 
isfactory and adequate service at operating costs which are kept 
at the minimum. 


AUTOMATIC ELECTRIC COMPANY 


FACTORY AND GENERAL OFFICES, CHICAGO, ILL. 
BRANCH OFFICES: 


New York City Philadelpbia Boston Detroit 
21 East 40th St. The Bourse Bldg. 445 Tremont Bldg. 525 Ford Bldg. 
Cleveland Columbus Rochester Pittsburgh 
415 Cuyahoga Bldg. 516 Ferris Bldg. 519 Arlington Bldg. 2136 Oliver Bldg. 
Ft. Worth Ft. Wayne Kansas City 
212 Lucern Bldg. 502 Bass Bldg. 1001 New York Life Bldg. 


ASSOCIATED COMPANIES 
INTERNATIONAL TELEPHONE SALES AND ENGINEERING CORPORATION, New York 
International Automatic Telephone Company, Ltd., London 


Compagnie Francaise pour |’Exploitation des Procédés 
Thomson-Houston, Paris 


Automatic Telephone Mfg. Co., Ltd., Liverpool. Automatic Telephones, Australasia, Ltd., Sydney. 
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Sundry Snapshots Along the Trail 


Observations and Comments, Pertinent and Otherwise, 
On the Sunshine and Shadows of Telephone Work 


I know a little maiden, 

With shapely form divine, 
Dressed in the latest fashion; 
How I wish that she were mine. 


With smiles that seem to beckon, 
And lucious lips that lure, 

Rougish eyes that seem to twinkle; 
How can cold heart endure. 


With words of honeyed 
I address her when alone, 
But she always stays unmelted; 
Oh, cruel heart of stone! 


sweetness, 


How I hunger to embrace her, 
And warm her icy neart, 
But her cold and stubborn 
Still keep us far apart. 


actions 


Would you know the cruel creature 
Who leaves my heart so sore? 

You can find her in the window 

Of a big department store. 


The outward appearance of things may 
be very pleasing and enrapture the feelings 
of an admirer who looks not for what is 
beneath a pleasing exterior; but the more 
critical, who look beneath the surface, 
find a great deal lacking in the object of 
another's affections. In the telephone 
business, as‘ in all others, the defects 
which can be hidden beneath a brave out- 
ward appearance are exceedingly numer- 
ous. 

Those fell) destroyers—rust and rot— 
may not be visible to the casual glance 
and yet they will be on the job just the 
sane. Many a wire that looks taut and 
serviceable, may be rusted nearly through, 
next to an insulator, and part in the first 
heavy wind’ or light snow. Sometimes a 
stately-looking pole will be rotted almost 
across the hutt, a little below the ground, 


aud be the means of precipitating an 





With Words of Honeyed Sweetness | Ad- 
dress Her When Alone. 


accident, in which some luckless lineman 
may be seriously injured. 

This can be true of most any of the 
material or apparatus which we use in 
our plants and no matter how beautifully 
we paint our poles, or how nicely we 
string our wires, or carefully we lay down 
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By Well Clay 


our cables, there is always the chance that 
a defect somewhere which may 
take the joy out of life for someone at 
some unexpected moment. 

Unceasing vigilance is the price of safe- 
ty and is, therefore, the forerunner of 
any line. The best kept set 
of books may contain an error which will 
result in trouble eventually, unless it is 
discovered the best 
automobile in the world may go wrong at 
a critical time, for all its 
shining metal work. 

The outward appearances of the good 
and the poor switchboard cord are much 
the same, and a perforated condenser may 
look like a perfect one. The test will 
sometime and then— 

The test of a good exchange service is 
often met with when a higher rate is 
being asked for. If the patrons have 
been having good service, which can only 
happen if the plant has been kept up in 
a No. | shape by men with their heart 
in the work, the chances that the 
request for a change to higher figures will 
slide by without a ripple, once it 
passed the eye and obtained the 
mission of the commissioners. 

If, on the other hand, the public has 
been compelled for a long period of time 


exists 


success in 


and corrected and 


varnish and 


have to be stood 


are 


has 
per- 


just previous to the rate raise, to put up 


with what everyone admits is bad to 
rotten service, then there will be engen- 
dered serious opposition to the increase 
being allowed to go into effect. Meetings 
will be held and protests from irate 
patrons will shower in upon the com- 
mission until there is no place left for 
them and the chances will be that, no 
matter how clearly the books of that 
company may show that the additional 
revenues are needed, they are apt to be 
denied the full amount of their request. 

All the flowery language that might 
be wasted in setting forth the appeal, and 
all the logic of the course of events bear- 
ing on the case, will be of little effect in 
stemming the tide of public disapproval. 
If you don’t give service, you cannot ex- 
pect to reap the benefits which accrue 
from adequately-given service. You must 
plant before you harvest, and he who 
plants and does not cultivate properly 
afterwards, often garners naught but 
weeds. 

It seems to me that the capstone of the 
telephone business is service—good serv- 
ice. That is what the public wants; is 
what they need and is the only thing 
they will pay for with any degree of 
cheerfulness. Give the public the oppor- 
tunity of buying good eggs at one price, 
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and medium or poor eggs at a cheaper 
rate—they wil! invariably select the better 
eggs at the higher price. 
raise a rumpus, 


If you want to 
want to 
try to palm off the poor eggs as good 
That is what 
it amounts to, reduced to the real terms, 


however, you 


ones at the higher price 


| 1 fet central | 
before you're 


ready! 


Waiting to Get Central ls a Good Deal Like 
a Man All Ready for the Opera Waiting 
a ‘‘Minute”’ for His Wife. 


when a company asks the higher rates 
for insufficient and poor service. 

You may buy diamonds for their glitter 
but you would 
telephone if failed to get service 
through it. Waiting for the completion 
of a telephone call is a good deal like 
a man all ready for the opera waiting a 
“minute” for his wife to complete her 
toilet. It seems like awful long “minutes,” 
and long waits go not well with short 
tempers, which is what the majority of 
the public have in these days of hurry 
and strife. 


never excuse a_ shiny 


you 


The company that has been giving poor- 
to-worse service the past few years may 
make the claim that it can not give better 
unless it is granted higher rates first 
How much of this assertion is true and 
how much imaginary, on the part of the 
companies themselves, is not for me to 
say, but I believe a good deal of it is. 

Of course, preceding good service to 
the public by the telephone company must 
come good service by the employes and 
good service to the stockholders by the 
management, for on the foundations of 
these last two rests most of the weight 
of the first requisite to the public, “good 
service.’ I also believe it to be a fact 
that conditions have been reversed to a 
large extent the past few years in this 
matter. Formerly it was the poor little 
country telephone company that was 
kidded about being so slow by the metro- 
politan papers in making comparison with 
the service of the large cities with their 
lightning express service. 

Of late years, the service of the smaller 
cities and villages has been speeded up to 
meet the requirements of the rural pa- 
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rons until now the condition exists that 
1 rural patron, in many sections of the 
‘ountry, would not stand for the city 
type of service for a minute and is dum- 
founded to think his smart city cousins 
stand for the service they sometimes get 
from city centrals. 

APHORISM: A dummy is still a 
dummy no matter what styles are hung 
upon it. 


Meeting of Executive Committee 
of U. S. Association. 

A meeting of the executive committee 
of the United States Independent Tele- 
* phone Association was held in Chicago on 
January 24, at which routine matters were 
taken care of. 

Meeting with the committee was Frank 
S. Fowler, chief of the depreciation sec- 
tion, bureau of accounting, Interstate 
Commerce Commission. Mr. Fowler dis- 
cussed with the committee the procedure 
for determining the depreciation for tele- 
phone companies which the Interstate 
Commerce Commission is now required 
to fix. 

This was the first of a series of in- 
formal conferences which Mr. Fowler 
will hold with public utilities coming un- 
der the regulation of the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission. 

A resolution upon the death of E. B. 
Fisher, late chairman of the board of di- 
rectors of the association was adopted. 
This resolution is as follows: 

“The executive committee of the United 
States Independent Telephone Associa- 
tion, acting for and in behalf of the board 
of directors of the association, hereby ex- 
presses its sense of the great loss sus- 
tained by the telephone industry, and the 
association in particular, by the death, on 
December 16, of Ernest B. Fisher, chair- 
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man of the board of directors of this asso- 
ciation. 

“For many years Mr. Fisher was a 
leader in militant Independent telephony, 
during a period when controversies arose 
and misunderstandings were created that 
lasted for years. By his character and 
personality he was able to carry on his 
part of the competitive struggle without 
arousing animosity or creating any condi- 
tions that caused men to continue to hold 
anything against him for the 
played. 


part he 


“In recent years, he served this associa- 
tion as the chairman of its board of di- 
rectors most acceptably, and the directors 
will greatly miss his kind and helpful 
presence. 

“It is the sense of the executive com- 
mittee that we have lost an exceptional 
personality, who during the years en- 
deared himself to thousands of managers 
of telephone companies throughout the 
country in a way that no other man in 
the industry has done.” 


Program of Kansas Telephone 
Association Convention. 

Arrangements for holding the conven- 
tion of the Kansas Independent Tele- 
Association at the Lamer Hote', 
Salina, Kans. on February 1, 2, and 3, 
have been completed. 

A very interesting program has been 
prepared and indications point to a 
large attendance. The full 
is as follows: 

Tvuespay, Ferruary 1, 2:00 P. M. 

Address of Welcome, J. O. Wilson, 
chairman of board of directors, United 
Telephone Co. and leading attorney of 
Salina. 


phone 


program in 


Response, J. W. Berry, member of 


executive committee, Jewell City. 
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Secretary's Report, L. M. Kraege, To- 
peka. 
Treasurer’s Report, H. L. Harris, Kan 
sas City. 


Appointment of committees. 
Plant and Equipment Round 
Question Box. 


Table. 


TurEspAy Evenina. 

Theater Party, Guests of the 
Telephone Co. 

WepDNESDAY, Fepruary 2, 9:30 A. M. 

Operators’ School, Lamer Hotel. 

Address, C. C. Deering, Des Moines, 
lowa, secretary of the United States In- 
dependent Telephone Associgtion. 

“Why Publicity and What the News- 
papers Want,” E, L. 
general manager, Kansas 
Distance Telephone Co. 

Address, John M. Kinkel, former chair- 
man of the public utilities commission. 

Plant and Equipment Round Table. 

WEDNESDAY, Fespruary 2, 1:30 P. M. 

()perators’ School. 

Short talks by representatives from 
factories and jobbers of telephone equip- 
ment. 

Address, F. B. MacKinnon, Washing- 
ton, D. C., president, United States Inde- 
pendent Telephone Association. 

Plant and Equipment Round Table. 

Question Box. 

WeDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 

3anquet, Elk’s Club. 

Address, Judge Clyde M. Reed, Court 
of Industrial Relations. 

Response, Charles 
Chamber of Commerce. 

THuRSDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 

Operators’ School. 

Address, Keith Clevenger. 

Revorts of standing committees. 

Election of officers. 


United 


Chase, assistant to 


City Long 


6:30 P. M. 


Swartz, president 


9:30 A. M. 


Installation si officers. 


Commissions, Courts and Councils 


Discussions and Rulings of State Bodies Having Supervision Over Telephone 
Companies—Decisions of Courts in Matters of Interest to Public Utilities 
and Actions of City Councils Relative to Franchise, Rates and Service 


Asks Free Service with Indiana 
Bell in Daviess County. 
\ petition asking that the Indiana Bell 


Telephone Co. be compelled to give free 


reutual service over its lines in Daviess 
county to subscribers of the Odon & 
Madison Township Telephone Co. was 
‘led January 19 with the Indiana Public 
S<rvice Commission. The petition zlso 
aks the commission to fix equitable 
charges for long distance telephone calls. 

‘n its petition, which was filed by E. 


T. Laughlin, the Odon company says 
its subscribers at Odon, Raglesville, 
Berns City and Scotland are without 
lone distance service and also free serv- 


ice throughout the county, because of 


the alleged refusal of the Indiana Bell 
company to co-operate with it. 

The exchange of the petitioning com- 
pany at Odon was acquired recently by 
purchase from the Flint-Kyle Telephone 
Co., it having at that time free county 
service with the Indiana Bell company. 
Other companies in the county, the peti- 
tion says, also have free service. 


“When the companies at Odon were 
consolidated,” says the petitioner, “the 
Indiana Bell company ceased all service 
to the town of Odon and _ instructed 
operators at Elnora, Plainville, Epsom 
and Montgomery to refuse any connec- 
tions for both local and long distance 
calls through the Odon company.” 


Illinois Company to Issue $150,000 
Bonds for General Extension. 
The Public Utilities 
sion, on December 29, authorized the 
Murphysboro Telephone Co. of Murphys- 


Illinois Commis- 


boro, to issue and sell its first mortgage, 
20-year, 6 per cent gold bonds in the sum 
of $150,000, maturing May 1, 
to net not less than 90 per cent of the 
face value. 

Part of this sum, it is specified, will be 
applied on the purchase 


1937, so aS 


price of the 


Gordon Telephone Co., of Chester, which 
the Murphysboro company recently ac- 
quired. The money will also be expended 
for improvements at Benton, West Frank- 
fort, Anna, and Jonesboro; for the con- 
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struction of additional circuits between 
Christopher and Benton and West Frank- 
fort, Herrin and Marion, Marion and 
Johnston City; the extension of suburban 
lines; and for other improvements to the 
system. 

Following a conference between A. B. 
Minton, president, and V. M. Aaron, 
superintendent, officials of the company 
announced that approximately 75,000 
will be expended for the extension and 
perfection of lines in Saline county. 

A year hence, it is more than probable, 
according to reports, that the general 
headquarterg of the company will be 
housed in a new telephone plant at 15th 
and Pine Sts., the company having recent- 
ly purchased property in that vicinity. 
Plans were made to move the headquar- 
ters of the company to this location two 
years ago, but were postponed on account 
of the war and the high prices for ma- 
terial and labor incident thereto. 

Effective .January 1, O. M. Burgess 
assumed duties as general manager of 
the Murphysboro company. Coincident 
with the employment of General Manager 
Burgess, Reed Thomas assumed duties 
as director of the general office affairs, 
succeeding Miss Celia Juda. 

The Murphysboro Telephone Co. thus 

. Started the new year by setting an auspi- 
cious example for other “Egyptian” in- 
terests, since its New Year's resolution 
was for immediate expansion and perfec- 
tion such as would benefit the whole ter- 
ritory it serves. 


Rate Increase Authorized for Law- 


rence County, III. 

Permission to file the following sched- 
ule of annual rates for telephone service 
in Lawrenceville, Sumner, Bridgeport, 
and St. Francisville, on January 1, was 
granted the Citizens Telephone Co. by the 
Illinois Public Utilities Commission in 
a ruling handed down recently: 


Lawrenceville and Bridgeport Exchanges. 
Old. New. 
Individual line, business........$30 $39 
Two-party line, business........ 27 «36 
Business extension , 18 
Individual line, residence 4 
Two-party line, residence....... 15 21 
Residence extension .. 6 12 
Individual line, desk sets....... 21 27 
Rural party line 18 
Switching service 6 
St. Francisville and Sumner Exchanges. 
Old. New. 
Individual line, business......... $24 $33 
Two-party line, business........ 21 
Business extension 
Individual line, residence 
Two-party line, residence 
Residence extension 
Individual line, residence, 
sets 
Rural party line 
Switching service 
A discount of 25 cents per month will 
be allowed if rental is paid by the 10th 
day of the month during which service 
is rendered. 


desk 


The Citizens Telephone Co. furnishes 


TELEPHJINY 

service to 2,197 stations. The commis- 
sion ordered the company to set aside 
a monthly allowance of $742 to provide 
for a depreciation reserve, plus 6 per 
cent of the cost per annum of all annual 
the future. 


additions made in 


Commission Approves Provisional 
Rates, Pending Investigation. 


The Illinois Public Utilities Commis- 
sion, in a provisional order handed down 
recently, granted permission to the Byron 
Telephone Co., of Byron and Stillman 
Valley, to charge the following annual 
telephone effective 


rates for service, 


Jenuary 1: 


Old New 


Individual line, business........ 24 
Extensions, business ) 
EE | WN ee Visiew Sane : 
Individual line, residence 
Four-party line, residence 
Extensions, residence 

Rural residence 


Protest Against Service of Loo- 
gootee (Ind.) Company. 
Vigorous protests against the town’s 
telephone service were made by the board 
of trustees of Cannelburg, Daviess coun- 
ty, in a petition filed recently with the 
Indiana Public Service Commission. The 
petition asks that the permit under which 
the Loogootee Telephone Co., of Loo- 
gootee, operates in Cannelburg be caui- 
celed and given to the Flint-Kyle Tele- 

phone Co., of Montgomery. 

James Simmons, Thomas Clark and 
Harry Carrico, the trustees of the town, 
and James T. Burns, town clerk, with 
nine patrons of the Loogootee company, 
joined in the petition, which declares the 
service is insufficient, stopping at 9 p. m., 
and that long distance communication is 
impossible. 

“In order to obtain the service of a 
doctor after 9 p. m.,”’ says the petition, 
“we are obliged to go to a Montgomery 
telephone, call Montgomery and have the 
operator there call the operator at Loo- 
gootee. Then, finally, we may get in 
touch with the doctor at Loogootee. Can- 
nelburg is situated just half-way between 
Loogootee and Montgomery, which are 
eight miles apart. 

Connection Charges Approved for 
Minnesota Company. 


The Minnesota Railroad & Warehouse 
Commission, in an order issued January 
“l, authorized the Garden Valley Tele- 
phone Co., of Erskine, operating a num- 
ber of exchanges in the territory tribu- 
tery thereto, to establish the following 
service connection charges, effective Feb- 
ruary 1: 


Bus. 
Sta. 


Res. 
Sta. 


Extn. 
Sta. 
Instrument not 

place 


Instrument in place 1.50 


$1.50 $1.00 


Desk sets, additional ny. 3 


1.00 No charge. 
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Missouri Companies Granted Tem- 
porary Rate Increases. 
Public Service Commis- 
December 


The Missouri 
sion issued several orders on 
30 granting temporary rate increases to 
a number of companies. The new rates 
are to remain in effect for 13 months, 
effective January 1. The companies al- 
lowed increases and the old and new rates 
follow : 

Napoleon Telephone Co., of Napoleon 
and Wellington. 

Old. New. 
3usiness direct line $21 
Business two-party 21 
Business extension 4 
Residence direct line é 18 
Residence two-party é 15 
Residence extension é { 

Rural— 
Cleese © DUOIIESS.......cccccees 18 2) 
ee 1 18 


Harrison County Mutual Telephone 
Co., of Brooklyn and Martinsville. 
Business, direct line $10.00 
Residence, direct line 

Rural— 

Class A_ switching 
Class B_ switching 
Class D switching 


$12.00 


12.00 


7.20 7.20 
10.00 12.00 
8.50 10.00 


Kingston Telephone Exchange, of 
Kingston. 
Business direct line 
Business extension 
Residence direct line 
Residence extension 
Rural— 


Class B service 


Auxvasse Telephone Exchange, of 
vasse. 
Business direct line $24 
Business extension 12 
Residence direct line , 15 
2 
Rural— 
a ee 12 15* 
*Discount of $2 per year, if paid an- 
nually in advance. 


Closed Exchange—Rebels Against 
Judgment of State Officers. 
In regard ‘to the situation at Stapleton, 


Neb., R. E. Louden, owner of the ex 
change there, writes: 

“T have noticed in the columns of this 
paper dated January 15, an article accus 
ing me of rebellion against the state. | 
must say this is a broad mistake, for | 
love to be a law-abiding citizen and hate 
those who are not. But I have rebelled 
against the noor judgment of some 0! 
our state officers, for when they ordered 
the Tri-County Telephone Co. to give 
the Goudy Switchboard Co. 45 per cent 
of its earnings for handling its business 
they violated the laws of the state and 
are imposing other such rotten deal 
upon our company today, but they ar 
of such small character that they are not 
within the statutes of the state. 

“Our object was to try and 
through the war period without a rais« 
in rates, which we did, but to our sur 
prise when it was over, everything wen‘ 
on up instead of down. 

“Then we asked our commission fo 


pul! 
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-~ ——Net rate per annum—— — 
1- 2- 1- 2- {- 

party party party party party Rural Rural Rural 

busi- busi- resi- resi- resi- busi- resi-switch- 
ness. ness. dence. dence. dence. ness. dence. ing. 

$19.20 $18.00 $18.00 §..... $16.80 §..... §..... §... 
27.00 eee Se. kccan wenn 


Type of No. of 

Popu- equip-_ tele- 

Town or city. lation. ment. phones, 
Leiters Ford ..... 200 Mag. ian 
Gridley .. 750 Mag. 182 


Company. 


Leiters Ford, Ind. 
Gridley, Ul. ee 
Rushville, Pleasantview & Brown- 





ing, Hl. 
Millstadt, 


De Kalb Co., Mo, 


Valley Mich. 


Hiome, 


Atwater, Minn. 
Morristown, Minn. 


Minn. 
Minn. 


Wright Co., 
Hestings, 


New Prague, Minn. 


Theresa Union, Wis. 


Bangor, Wis. 
National Telephone & 
Greensburg, Kans. 


Kans. 
Lake Falls, 


Sterling. 
Red Minn. 
Oslo, Minn. 


Mo. 
Liberty. 


Linneus, 
Moore & 


Rusk Co, 


Rural, Wis. 


Soldiers Grove, Wis. 
Chase Co-oper., Kans. 
logan, Kans. 


Olathe Citizens, Kans. 


Farmers Mut. Swbhd. Assn., Kans.. 


Kans. 
Kans. 


Ranchman’s, 
Kiowa, 


Michigan State, Mich. 
(See page 23, 
1920, issue.) 


Madison, Fla. 
Brimfield, Tl. 


Electric, 


November 


Rushville 
Millstadt 
{ Maysville 
| Fairport 
| Amity 
| Osborn was 
| Santa Rosa 
W eatherby 
Woods sade 
{Clarksdale ... 
{ Bay Port 
| Gagetown 
| Otisville 
| Owendale 
| Bireh Run 
| Clio 
| Fairgrove 
{ Frankenmuth 
Mayville 
Reese 
| Sebewaing 
Unionville 
Vassar 
Saginaw 
Bay City 
Atwater ‘ 
Morristown 


‘ 
2,422 


Waverly 
Montrose 
Hastings 


3,983 


New Prague 1.554 
Theresa 345 
Campbellsport ... 650 
Kewaskum 
Kangor 
Clinton 
Greensburg 

{ Sterling 

} Alden 
Red Lake Falls 


Linneus 
EMnderlin 
{ Ladysmith 
| Tony 
| Conrath 
{ Sheldon ... 
{ Port Arthur 
| Holeombe 
| Crane 
Soldiers Grove 
Chase : 
Logan 
Olathe 3,335 
Hope re 67 
Loke City 250 
Kiowa 954 
{Algonac (other 
| towns of similar 
| population) om 
Allegan (other 
towns of similar 
| population) 
| Marshall 
| Hillsdale 
| Bessemer ( other 
| towns of similar 
| population) .... 585 


| Albion (other 
towns of similar 
population) 

{ Ann Arbor 

| Benton Harbor ... 

| Calumet 

| Pontiac 

| Port Huron 

| St. Joseph 

| Houghton 


| Battle Creek 
Jackson 
Kalamazoo 
Lansing 

| Bay City 

| Flint 

| Saginaw 

| Grand Rapids 


1,204 


2 419 
4.236 
5.001 


15,041 
11.099 
20,000 


18,863 
5.936 
5,113 

30,159 

3596 

50.048 

44.499 

48,390 


Madison 
Brimfield 

{ Vandalia 

) Brownstown 

{ Golconda 

| Shawneetown 

| Enfield 

4 Equality 
Elizabethtown 
Norris City 

| Ridgeway 


18,006. 


Mag. 
Mag. 


Mag. 


Mag. 
Mag. 


Mag. 


C. B. 
Mag. 


and 


cc. @. 
Mag. 
Mag. 
Mag. 
Mag. 


Mag. 
Mag. 


Mag. 


Mag. 
Mag. 


Mag. 


Mae 


Mag. 
Mag. 
Mag. 


Mag. 


Mag. 
Mag. 


140 


27.00* 


33.00 


36.00 


62.40 
30.00 
33.00 
33.00 
36.00 


33.00 


30.00 


24.00 
51.00 


21.00* 


28.00 


30.00 


27.00 


21.00 
15.00 


ae 
Se” sé28 


20.00* 
73.00 


30.00* 


27.00 
39.00* 


30.00 
27.00* 


24.00 
26.00* 


'30.00* ..... 
£0.00* ..... 


1 8. 00 
30.00 
36.00 


34.56 


34.56 


62.40 


€2.40 


36.00* 
24.00* 
15.00 
36.00 


36.00 


23.00 


55.20 


55.20 
30.00* 
18.00* 
39.00 
20.00 


30.00 


27.00 


18.00* 


21. 


24.00 


21.00 
39.00 


15 00" 


21.00 


31.20 
15.00 


18.00 


21.00 


19 20 


33.00 


SF ee 
21.00" ..... 


18.00* 
21.00 


21.00* 


16.20 


18.00 


18.00* 


24.00* .... 


10.00 
18.00 
21.00 


21.00 


21.00 


24.00 


24.00 


27.60 


34.80 


38.40 
39.00 


27.00* 
24.00* 
30.00 
21.00 


24.00 


19.80 


21.00 


24.00 


31.20 


32.04 


18.00* 
24.00 


18.00 


16.80 


12.00 
18.00 


ok ae 


18.00 


20.00 


24.00 


18.00 
15.00 


18.00 


18.00 


18.00 
27.00 


24.00 


19.80 
39.00 


i! ogre 
SOMOS” ssias 


15.00* 


15.00 


17.40 


17.40 


21.00 


21.00 


21.00 


24.00 


24.00 


24.00 


26.40 


24.00 


33.00 


30 00 
27.00 


12.00 
15.00 


20.00 


21.00 


27.00 


21.001 


18.002 ..... 


21.00! 
18.002 
18.00 


21.00! 


1808" sacs 


21.00 


19.80 
27.00 
18.00 
18.00 
18.00 
21.00" 
18.002 
21.00) 
18.002 


27.00 


15.00 
18.00 
18.00* 
21.00 
8.00 
21.00 
18.00 


21.608 


24,00! cocece 


21.00* 


24.004 ..... 


21.00°* 
24.004 


21.008 
24.004 


21.008 
24.004 


21.00° 
24.004 
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COS Geers BN. cvicecccccvesaceses Clare City . Serer 254 30.00 sin SE. @beas 1.20 
Pt ciskecne oaeews arenes Greenfield ....... 1,43 Mag 30.00° ..... 18.00° pei 
Meadow Grove, Neb. .......ccceces Meadow Grove 388 Mag 21.00 Pe, Sites: Maadur ve 15.00 
TE’ eee 718 39.00 SE “ésace 650% oo 2608 
GREE ccsevesvesc 600 7 
Pomona Valley, N. D. ......ccccces , arr 155 Mag. 5 36.00 De Giswsse Seas ~ 27.00 
[PE ¢ecenese 425 J 
Pr - eer 250 30.06 ...-. 18.0 pa ae 
ERR. GHG. cicccseccsccreasee® Lafayette GES saves 60 30.00 24.00 24.00 18.00 
Mag 
PORGRIO, THs oocccccessccenese Portage »,440 and 1,400 18.00 42.00 27.00 24.00 21.00 30.00 27.00 10.00 
C.B 
Southwestern Bell, Kans. ........ Great Bend ...... a 6.ah@ a 15.00 30.00 27.00 24.00 
Southwestern Bell, Kans. ......... BE sctbacasse er 42.00 27.00 21.00 
{Spencerport ..... 848 } 
PE ‘bibedsiesadade 150 | 
GS Bea Ma hance sh ceeee beeen eee aE © Sédncaetens ra” raieleres \ 18.00 24.00 
if -* -~Giiameepeetae 112 | 
cP Géavawivaws 159 ! 
ee ae OR. TR sts diececsenre SD 26 ree iad han 350 Mag. 280 ee 21.00 18.00 
Ds Bie kas eckbeeneene eves Martinsville ...... 1,500 Mag. 27.001 18.00* én 18.00 
21.007 
beer ere 181 20.00 17.00 20.00 17.00 20.00 20.00 
PE wieccecawe 872 ) 
... ar 763 Mag. | 
| Tiskilwa 857 and 6,390 } 24.00 20.00 20.00 17.00 17.00 17.00 6.00 
} ‘ Or ‘ 
NE, I rise had viconseantars OHIO «wee eee eee ee o27 C. B. | 
. Shefficld ......... 1,009 | 
DAE o taswewse 555 | 
Spring Valley 7,035 | 28.00 24.00 21.00 18.00 23.00 24 
SEE wositicaense ar 1,910 ¢ 28.00 24.60 21.00 18. —— ow 
Pe Tees Dk. eecde tb iaesaeedde Marshall 2,569 Mag. 90 inka: mee teens err 5.50 
, errr rere re PUNE stenceesesaes 1,828 Mag. 972 33.06 30.00 28.80 25.20 27.00 
. P P . _ + a 8.00* 2.00 9M 
La BESCRS COG, TH. ccccsvasccacs PUROUEIO. 6 vcccuas 1,399 Mag. 697 Ly or ' _— 
CC Serer rr rere 780 ) 
| Carbondale 5,411 | 
i  siecavews 644 | 
DY t0#000244-% 732 
Jackson Co., Tl. ...cccccccccecceee JACOD cccccseccees 90 Mag. 992 } £1.00* 18.00* ..... 18.00* 12.00 7.20 
Murphysboro 7,485 | 
Oraville 70 | 
Sand Ridge ...... 70 | 
Vergennes ....... 342 J 
Ee. ceveneresteegosonewans EE eee 820 Mag. 252 30.00 24.00 15.00 12.00 12.006 oe 
PT Mt cetcsttbadeese adherens COMCOTGIR oc cscee 93 Mag. 240 ade 40000) Biaea. eedn 1.20 
Mag. 
Kansas City Home, Mo. .........- Independence 11,964 . and 54.00% ..... 27.00* 24.00* 21.00* 30.00* 24.00 
j Cc. B. 
NE ee ere eee CO ocadecsvse 845 Mag. ..... 30.00 16.20 16.00 
Pt Cie Ch wseuvesnepaees eons Mooreton 425 Mag. 72 30.00 Be scaee Se ae 
Hazen, a) Ad Gi Souk deb ck. bow oe mle he DE gb eeeeteens 27 Mag. 246 SOD cence Be” EAM 2.02: cacree BOO €259 
Farmers New Era, Wis. .......... OEE: etéewwaens 475 Mag. 187 51.00 45.00 36.00 30.00 27.00 48.005 27.008 
Mag. 
PE, PE eae ccs scsesranneoscas RD a6. ca cesaens 7,196 and 45.00 39.00 27.00 22.80 18.00 27.00 24.00 7.50 
Cc. B. 
PO Dec: WOU cccccvcccseanes Brantwood BE esas = ONS GS CNNET Ween Setwd -daewe sewed 24.08 
*$3 per year additional for desk sets. ‘Metallic circuit. °Grouncéed circuit. “In six miles. ‘Out six miles. *‘Four-party 
line. *Might-party line. 
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New Rate Schedules Approved by Various Public Utility Commissions and Published in ‘‘Telephony” During November. 


a raise in rates and what they granted 
us on the entire system would not pay the 
increased wages of our operating force, 
to say nothing of anything else. So we have 
quit using our private money for public 
Consequently, the telephone service 
is hecoming very rotten and will con- 
tinue to get more rotten until some relief 
‘ranted us.” 


use, 


is 


Temporary Rate Increase Author- 
ized for Mohall, N. D. 


The North Dakota Railroad Commis- 
sion granted permission, on December 19, 
to ‘he Mohall Telephone Co., of Mohall, 
to ‘nerease its rates for telephone ser- 
vice to the following schedule, effective 
January 1: 

Bi ness (includes instruments) ...$2.75 
Residence (includes instruments) .. 1.75 
Ri al (does not include instruments) 1.50 
Rural instruments .............--. 25 

) . 

Business extensions .............:. 1.00 

Re dence extensions .............. 0 

CCI MN cas canes 25 
¢ € station, switching ......... AO 
ae 

is are to be rendered not later than 
the th of the current month at a gross 
rat 


“5 cents higher than the foregoing 


rates and a discount of 25 cents will be 
allowed on all bills paid on or before 
the 15th day of the month. 

The engineering 
ment completed its appraisal of the com- 
1920, 


commission’s depart- 
pany’s property, as of October 1, 
indicating a present value of $20,007 with- 
out considering going concern and other 


intangible value. Pending hearing in con- 


nection with valuation proceedings and 
establishment of value, the commission 
set $20,000 as a fair value for making 


temporary rates. 


Statements of operating expenses and 
revenues were submitted and it was 
shown that the central office expense will 


be considerably increased during the en- 


suing year, because of increased pay to 
eperators based upon an order of the 
minimum wage commission. This in- 
crease is estimated to add about $1,600 
to the total operating expenses. 

The manager of the company stated 


that practically all city and 80 per cent 
of the rural users of service are stock- 
holders; and that a return to of 
6 per cent would be deemed reasonable. 

Service station switching service ‘s 
turnished to the Greaves Telephone Co., 


them 


of have two farm lines 
entering the applicant’s switchboard. In 
its application the company asked that a 
charge of $6 per year be authorized for 
this service. Applying A. T. & T. equated 
traffic units to statements of peg counts 
made by the applicant, the commission 
found 8% per cent of the equated trat- 
fic is produced 
These 


Kenmare, who 


service lines. 


yO 


by these 
peg counts 


the two lines. 


show stations on 

The central office expense adjusted is 
$2,605 per year—8% per cent of this ex- 
rense is $221.51 or about $4.40 per ser- 
vice station operated. In addition to this 
expense is the proportionate investment 
in central office equipment, entailing de 
preciation and return thereon: 
tenance and depreciation of return 
investment in pole line to city limits. Th: 
commission is, 


main- 


Oo! 


therefore, of the opinion 
and authorized $4.80 per year as a rea- 
sonable rate for service station switching. 
In the past the company has charged 
cents for the rental of instruments. 
Inasmuch as they are valued at $10 each, 
the commission of the that 
25 cents per month is ample instru- 
ment rental charge. 


HO 


is opinion 


for 





The commission ordered that 6 per cent 
per annum be set aside to provide for a 
depreciation reserve before any dividends 
are declared in the future. 

Higher Rates and Connection 

Charges Pending Evaluation. 

In granting an increase in rates to the 
Williams County Mutual Telephone Co., 
of Ray, N. D., the state railroad com- 
mission on December 14 ordered the com- 
pany to maintain the system of accounts 
prescribed by the Interstate Commerce 
Commission for class C companies. Here 
are the rates and 
charges allowed: 


service connection 


$3.00 


1.75 


Business 

Residence, wall set 

Rural, grounded 

Business extension 

Residence extension 

Service station, switching 

Residence, desk sets, extra : 

Service CONNECTION AND Move CHARGES. 

Business Residence 

Instrument in place ..$1.50 $2.00 

Instrument not in place 1.00 1.50 

Change in location of subscribers 
set within same room 

Change in location of subscribers 
set from one room to another on 
the same premises 

Change in type of subscriber's set.. 


2.00 
1.00 


Subscribers shall be billed 
after the first of each month. 
tions are to be billed at a gross rate 25 
cents higher than the foregoing net rates, 
provided a discount is made on all such 
bills paid on or before the 15th day of 
the current month. 

The foregoing rates are effective Jan- 
uary 1 and are temporary, pending evalu- 
ation of the company’s property by the 
commission. It is estimated that the 
new rates will yield approximately 8 per 
cent on the investment. Six per cent per 
annum is ordered to be set aside for a 
depreciation reserve. 

Five exchanges are operated at Ray, 
Alamo, Kahl, Hanks, and Grenora, with 
farm lines radiating therefrom. On De- 
cember 31, the company served 105 busi- 
ness, 101 residence, 254 rural, and 7 ex- 
tension stations. 


promptly 
Main sta- 


Authorized to Increase Rural Rates 
in Rathburn, Wis. 

On January 20 the Wisconsin Railroad 
Commission authorized the Rathburn 
Telephone Co. to increase its net monthly 
rates, effective February 1 as follows: 
Old. 
$1.00 


New. 
Rural subscriber $1.50 
Rural subscriber, switched at 


Plymouth 125 2.00 


The order further provides that the toll! 
charge of 15 cents be discontinued and a 
rate of 10 cents established. A _ re-con- 
nection charge of $8 per rural subscriber 
was also authorized. 

The company operates a telephone sys- 
tem in the vicinity of the village of Rath- 
burn for 56 subscribers, 16 of whom have 
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switching service at Plymouth. Previous 
to April 30, 1920 a rate of 25 cents per 
month per subscriber had been paid to 
the Plymouth Telephone Co. for switch- 
ing service, but on that date the rate was 
increased to 50 cents per month, making 
an increase in the rates of the Rathburn 
company 

The company has 30 miles of poles and 
66 miles of wire with part of the circuits 
full metallic. The book value of the prop- 
erty was reported as $2,500 or an invest- 
ment of $44 per telephone. 


necessary. 


Summary of Commission Rulings 
and Schedule of Hearings. 


CALIFORNIA. 

January 17: Application filed by the 
Pacific Telephone & Telegraph Co. for 
a certificate of public convenience and 
necessity, permitting it to operate a tele- 
phone system in Modesto. The cost of 
the franchise to the company is given as 
$800. 

January 18: The commission author- 
ized the Home Telephone Co., of Covina, 
to issue $103,500 worth of bonds, the 
proceeds of which are to be used to pur- 
chase new switching equipment, other- 
wise improve the company’s plant, and_ to 
reimburse its treasury for moneys ex- 
pended for improvements. 

January 18: The San_ Bernardino 
Home Telephone & Telegraph Co. author- 
ized to transfer all of its properties to the 
Union Home Telephone & Telegraph 
Corp., which in turn is to transfer them 
to the Title Insurance & Trust Co., as 
trustee, in exchange for the stock and 
bonds of the San Bernardino Home com- 
pany, now held by the trustees. The 
properties are to be held by the trustee 
subject to the deed of trust executed by 
the Union Home corporation to the Title 
Insurance & Trust Co. The Union com- 
pany is required to assume all obligations 
imposed by an ordinance of the city and 
county of San Bernardino. 

DELAWARE. 

January 8: The commission authorized 
the Diamond State Telephone Co., of 
Wilmington, to increase rates. 


IDAHO. 

January 6: Complaint filed by the In- 
dian Valley Telephone Co., of Indian Val- 
ley and Cambridge, against the Midvale 
Telephone Co., alleging that the Mid- 
vale company has been using its pole line 
to serve customers in the Dixie country, 
resulting in cross talk. 

ILLINOIS. 


December 30: Order issued permanent- 
ly setting aside suspension order and 
permitting the Vermont Telephone & Ex- 
change Co., of Vermont, to file its pro- 
posed schedule of rates on January 1. 

December 30: Order issued authoriz- 
ing the Northern Illinois Telephone Co. 
to purchase tHe property of the Yocum 
Telephone System located in West Brook- 
lyn and Compton; also authorizing the 
Northern Illinois company to issue $75,- 
00 capital stock, which is to be applied 
on the purchase of the property, the re- 
funding of $10,300 in outstanding bonds 
and for improvements and extensions. 

December 30: Order issued permitting 
the Pike County Telephone Co. to file 
its proposed schedule of rates for service 
in Barry, effective January 1. 

December 30: Order issued suspend- 
ing until May 23 proposed advance in 
rates for the DeKalb County Telephone 
Co., of DeKalb. 
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December 30: Order issued approving 
lease between the C. P. & St. L. R. R. 
and the American Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co. covering certain premises at 
Cody, from August 1, 1920 to January 1, 
1921, and from year to year thereafter, 
but not longer than five years, at a 
rental of $5 per year. These premises are 
to be used for the purpose of storing 
poles. 

December 30: Order issued authoriz- 
ing the Kinloch-Bloomington Telephone 
Co. to issue $12,000 common capital stock 
and $12,000 par value first mortgage, 5 
per cent bonds, for the acquiring of prop- 
erty in Bloomington, also authorizing the 
company to issue $50,000 par value 
promissory notes, bearing 6 per cent in- 
terest, directing that when the present 
switchboard is retired from service by the 
installation of the switchboard to be ac- 
quired, the company is to reduce its plant 
and equipment accounts in manner pro- 
vided by uniform system of accounts for 
Class A and B telephone companies. 

December 30: Order issued authoriz- 
ing the Kinloch-Bloomington Telephone 
Co. to continue in effect, pending further 
order of the commission, the schedule 
of rates allowed by -provisional order of 
July 31, 1920. 

December 30: Order issued canceling 
rate schedule IPUC 4 of the Litchfield 
Telephone Co., of Litchfield, and permit- 
ting the company to file rate schedule 
IPUC 5, effective January 1. 

December 30: Order issued directing 
the Anchor Telephone Co. to refund to 
persons who were its patrons for the 
period from February 1 to August 1. 
1920, all charges collected over and above 
the rates that would have been collected. 
had the rates prior to February 1 been 
applied. 

December 30: Order issued denying 
the application of the Chesterfield Tele- 
phone Co. for permission to discontinue 
the furnishing of free service between 
certain exchanges and establish a toll 
rate for such service. 

December 30: Provisional order issued 
canceling rate schedule IPUC 1 applying 
to telephone service furnished by the 
Farmers’ Telephone Co. of Lee County 
in Amboy, Ashton, Franklin Grove, Sub- 
lette, and Lee Center, and permitting the 
company to file IPUC 2, effective Jan 
uary l. 

December 30: Order issued authoriz 
ing the Jasper County Mutual Telephone 
Co. to issue $10,000 promissory notes, 
dated December 1, 1920 and maturing De 
cember 1, 1922, bearing 8 per cent interest. 
said notes to be sold so as to net th: 
company not less than face amount. 
Proceeds are to be applied to the pur 
chase of a new switchboard and re 
imbursing the treasury. 

January 7: Order issued authorizing 
the Wabash Valley Telephone Co. to con 
tinue in effect rate schedule IPUC 
covering telephone service in Paris, Chris 
man, Marshall, Horace, Metcalf, We: 
Union, Elbridge, Redmon, and Vermilio: 

January 7: Amending order issue 
directing that section 3 of provisiona 
order approved November 22, 1920, i 
the matter of proposed advance in rat« 
for the Murphysboro Telephone Co., b. 
amended so as to read that the compan 
is authorized to place in effect as of D« 
cember 1, 1920 revised schedules of rat« 
IPUC 2 for Cambria, etc. The nam 
Cambria was omitted in the order « 
November 22. 

INDIANA. 

Petition filed by the boar 
Cannelburg, protestin 


January: 
of trustees of 
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Columbia 


Telephone Cell 


“less cost per day of service” 
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HE nicely balanced formula 

upon which Columbia Gray 

Label Cells are built gives 
them power plus sustaining power. 
Naturally, telephone men every- 
where prefer Columbia, because of 
their unique capacity for telephone 
service for conserving their 
strength between calls—for work- 
ing at topnotch efficiency through- 
out their long life. Fahnestock 
Spring Clip Binding Posts with- 
out extra charge. 


NATIONAL CARBON COMPANY 


Incorporated 


Cleveland, Ohio 


San Francisco, Calif. 


In Canada: Canadian National Carbon Co., Limited, Toronto 


tleasc tell the Advertiser you saw his Advertisement in TELEPHONY. 
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against the service of the Loogootee 
Telephone Co., of Loogootee, and asking 
that the permit under which the company 
operates in Cannelburg be canceled and 
given to the Flint Kyle Telephone Co., 
of Montgomery. 

January Order issued directing Frank 
©. Cuppy, receiver for the Cadwallader 
Telephone Co. to separate the company’s 
into three units and to 


rine exchanges 
charge a basic toll rate of 10 cents for 
calls between two units. 

January: Petition fled by the People 


Mutual Telephone Assn., of Lagrange, 
for permission to raise its rates from 
$8 to $14 a year, or $5 a quarter, if bills 
are paid before the 10th of the month 

January Order issued canceling rates 
and charges for telephone service by the 
Spiceland Co-operative Telephone Co., of 
Spiceland and Mays, which ‘were au 
thorized by the commission recently, and 
directing that rates authorized in last 
previous order become effective 

January 19: Petition filed by the Odon 
& Madison Township Telephone Co., 
asking that the Indiana Bell Telephone 
Co.. be compelled to give free mutual 
service over its lines in Daviess county 
to subscribers of the Odon company. 

KANSAS. 

January 19: Hearing at Topeka’ on 
application of the Osawatomie Telephone 
Co., for authority to increase rates in 
Osawatomie and Beagle. 

January 20: Tearing at Wichita on ap 
plication of the Cunningham Telephone 
Co,, for authority to increase rates in 
Cunningham. 

January 25 Hearing at Ottawa on 
application of the Mont Ida Telephone 
Co., of Mont Ida, for authority to in 
crease rates. 

MINNESOTA, 

January 21: The commission author 
ized the Garden Valley Telephone Co., of 
Ierskine to place in effect service con 
nection and miscellaneous charges on Feb- 
ruary | 

February | Hearing at Chatfield on 
application of the Peoples Telephone Co., 
for authority to increase its local and 
rural rates and_ establish service con- 
nection and miscellaneous charges in 
Chatfield, 

February 2 Hearing at St. Charles 
on application of the Peoples Telephone 
Co. to increase its local and rural rates 
and establish service connection and mis- 
cellaneous charges at St. Charles. 

February 3: Hearing at Spring Valley 
on application of the Peoples Telephone 
Co. for authority to increase its local 
end rural rates and place in effect service 
connection and miscellaneous charges. at 
Spring Valley, Stewartsville, and Racine. 

Missouri. 

January 17: Supplemental orders 
issued suspending for a period of six 
months, from January 28 to July 28, pro- 
posed advances in rates for the South- 
western Bell Telephone Co.. of St. Joseph, 
and the Missouri Central Telephone Co., 
of Fulton. 

January 17: Application of the Leon 
& Lineville Telephone Co. for authority 
to increase rates at Mercer and Saline 
and on country lines going out of Line- 
ville, Towa, into Missouri dismissed with- 
out prejudice, 

Montana. 
The commission approved 
Eastern Montana Tele- 


January 10: 


the tariff of the 


phone Co., of Miles Citv, which is about 
to start business, and authorized the com- 
pany to charge a toll rate of 1% cents 
ner mile. The line is 87 miles long, run- 
ring from Broadus to Miles Citv, with a 
branch line to Stacy, 16 miles long. 
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January 11 The Intake Telephone 
Co. authorized to increase rates 50 cents 
per month. The old rate was $1 a month 
to stockholders, who paid for the in- 
stallation of the telephone, and $2 a month 
to others. 

NEBRASKA, 
The Ohiowa Telephone 


January 17 
granted permission to 


Co., of Ohiowa, 
increase its rates. 

January 17: In the matter of the ap 
plication of the Davenport & Kiowa Tele 
phone Co. for permission to increase 
rates; a motion having been filed by ap- 
plicant asking for permission to with 
draw the application, order entered dis 
nissiy case. 

January 18 Application filed by the 
Northwestern Bell Telephone Co. for per 
mission to discontinue toll stations at 
Boone and Eli. 

January 18: Complaint filed by J. H 
Norris, of Columbus, against the Ne 
hraska Telephone Co., alleging improper 
report charge. 

January 18: Complaint filed by George 
Yager, of Omaha, against the North 
western Bell Telephone Co., alleging that 
service is unsatisfactory and demanding 
better service or lower rates. Mr. Yager 
hegan a suit in the Douglas county dis- 
trict court, but his case was dismissed on 
a demurrer setting up that he had ne 
cause of action. 

January 18: Anplication 
Eagle Telephone Co., asking 
te charge gross and net rates. 

January 19 Application of the Ne 
hraska Telephone Co. for permission to 
change rates at its Waketield) exchange, 
dismissed for want of prosecution 

January 19 \pplication of the Lin 
coln Telephone & Telegraph Co. for per 
mnission to discontinue free service be- 
tween its Fairbury exchange and the ex- 
change of the Revnolds Telephone Co. at 
Revnolds, granted. 

January 19; In the matter of the peti 
fon in intervention of the Platte Valley 
Telephone Co., tmoleaded with the Ne 
braska Telephone Co., ordered that com 
pany be given permission to increase the 
spread between © station-to-station and 
person-to-person rates, 14 cents for the 
latter and 10 cents for the former, effec 
tive February 6. 

Januarv 20; In the matter of the appli- 
cation of the Pierce Telephone Co. for 
permission to charge 25 cents per quar- 
ter mile for service outside of munici 
pal limits and to install gross and_ net 
schedule of rates; found to be reason 
able and proper, and petition granted. 

January 20: Anplication of the Farm- 
ers Independent Telephone Co., of Platte 
Center, for validation of rates installed 
without permission of the commission, 
granted. The company had filed a rate 
of $1 a month on all classes, but an in- 
snector found it to be charging from 
$2.50 down. 

January 20: In the matter of the ap- 
plication of the Linwood Telephone Co 
for an increase in rates; testimony ad- 
duced and case taken under advisement 

January 20: Application filed by the 
Chapnell Telephone Co. for an increase 
in rates. 

January 20: Application filed by the 
Beaver City Telephone Co., newly-in- 
eorporated, for permission to issue $35,- 
000 worth of stock to cover property of 
Beaver Citv exchange and $10,000 to cover 
newly-purchased exchange at Fdison. 

January 21: Aopplication filed by the 


use of 


filed by the 
permission 


Northwestern Bell Telephone Co. for 
permission to make certain changes in 


rates at its Sidney exchange, the 10 per 
cent imecerease recently granted not to 
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apply until certain facilities have been 
added. 

January 21: Complaint filed by sundry 
parties against the Surprise Telephone 
Co., alleging unsatisfactory service. 

January 21 Application filed by the 
Northwestern Bell Telephone Co. for per 
mission to make a special rate for night 
P. B. X. service. 

January 21: Complaint filed by W. N. 
Pickerell, of Syracuse, against the Lin 
coln Telephone & Telegraph Co., alleging 
that Central cannot be secured on farm 
line service. 

January 21 


Hearing held on appli 


cation of the Stella Telephone Co. for 
increase in. rates. 

February 2 Hearing at Lincoln on 
application of the Cuming County Inde 


Telephone Co. for authority. to 
stock, 

Onto 

January 11 The commission author 
ved the Chesapeake & Potomac Tel 
phone Co. to increase rates in Shadyside 
Martins Ferry, Bridgeport, Bellaire, St 
Clairsville, Morristown, and Barnesville 


pendent 
issue additional 


(OKLAHOMA, 

January 20 Hearing at Oklahoma 
City on application of the Tecumseh 
Telephone Co., of Tecumseh, for authori 
ty to increase rates 

January 20 Hearing at Oklahoma 
City on application of the Rocky Tele 
phone Co., of Rocky, for authority to in 
crease its rural switching rates from °% 
cents to 59 cents per month, 

February 1 Hearing at Oklahoma 
City on application of the Southwestern 
Bell Telephone Co. for authority to in 
crease rates in Oklahoma City postponed 
from January 22 to this date. 

WISCONSIN, 

January 20; The commission author 
ized the Plank Road Telephone Co, to 
issue $250 of its capital stock to pay for 
additions and extensions to its property 
and plant, and all for purposes properly 
chargeable to capital account. 

January 20: The commission author 
ized the Edgar Local Telephone Co. to 
issue 2,700 of its capital stock of the par 
value of $50 per share to pay for certain 
additions and extensions to its property 
and plant, and all for purposes properl 
chargeable to capital account. 

January 20: The Rathbun Telephon 
Co., of Rathbun, authorized to increase 
its rural telephone rates. 

January 20: The Poynette Telephon 
Co., of Poynette, granted permission to 
increase its local and rural rates. 

January 25: Hearing at Hudson on 
the investigation on motion of the con 
mission of the proposed discontinuan 
of service to Ernest Holmes by the Pierce: 
County Telephone Co. U-2376. 

January 26: Hearing at Madison « 
the application of the Kodan Telepho: 
Co., of Algoma, for authority to increa 
rates. U-2381. 

January 26: Hearing at Hudson on 
the investigation on motion of: the con 
mission of the alleged refusal of the S' 
Croix Telephone Co., of New Richmon 
to extend service to J. F. Ryan. U-23/ 

January 27: Hearing at Madison « 
the application of the Wautoma-Mou 
Morris Telephone Co., of Wautoma, f: 
authority to increase rates. U-2382. 

January 27: Hearing at Madison « 
the. apnlication of the Redgranite Te! 
‘phone Co., of Redgranite, for authori 
to increase rates. U-2383. 

January 27: . Hearing at Menomon 
on the complaint of J. D. Miller, agai 
the Wisconsin Telephone Co. reeardit 
inadequate telephone service at Meno 
onie. U-2369. 
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Photo of double load of P&H Guaranteed Penetration Process poles shipped to 
Mississippi River Power Co., Keokuk, lowa. 


Pole Buyers Appreciate Value of 
P@GH Guaranteed Penetration Process 


The above photo shows only one of the many endorsements of enthus- 
iastic buyers of the original P & H Guaranteed Penetration Process. 


Page & Hill Co. has revolutionized the pole industry by originating 
and giving to pole buyers the first guaranteed penetration process. 


From East, West, North and South— pole buyers are specifying the 
original guaranteed penetration process— the P& H. 


Accept no substitute. Demand the original. 


SS 


List of users sent upon request. 


BRANCH OFFICES: PAGE & HILL CO. BRANCH OFFICES: 
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Times Bidg.. NEW YORK, N_ Y. . bd . 1111 Carter Bidg., HOUSTON, TEXAS Uy 
Yy 717 Bryant Bldg., KANSAS CITY, MO, Minneapolis, Minn. 311 Sumpter Bldg., DALLAS, TEXAS yj 
Y 19 So. La Salle, CHICAGO. ILL, 1416 Starks Bldg., LOUISVILLE, KY. 
Sa ll “ 
ptt ae _ 
Butt BY Steg Originators of the P & H Guaranteed Pen- putt Treates] 


etration Process. Producers, manufacturers, 
PAGE &H LLC? and foremost in the Butt-Treatment of Poles. PAGE &H ILLC? 
GUARANTEED 


One -Half Inch Kir WW a ott ay 
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This disc countersunk on the butt-end of every pole Butt- 
Treated by the P & H Guaranteed Penetration Process 
is your assurance of one-half inch penetration. 
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From Factory and 


Conventions: Minnesota, St. 


aul, January 25-26-27; 








Salesroom 


Kansas, Salina, Feb. 1-3; 


Wisconsin, 


Milwaukee, Feb. 15-17; Nebraska, Feb. 15, 16; Ohio, Mar. 16, 17; Texas, Dallas, Mar. 23-25 


Audible Company in New Building 
with Increased Facilities. 

The Audible Telephone Mfg. Co. is 
now located in its new concrete building 
at 8087-30389 N. Clark St., Chicago. This 
is a three-story structure containing ap 


proximately 10,000 square feet and is 
equipped with specially-built machinery 
for quantity production of the Audible 


transinitters and desk sets. 
The Audible equipment is familiar to 
telephone men, for many sets have been 


in use for the past four years. The 
\udible transmitter was <first placed on 
the market about four years ago, but 


difficulties its 
diffi 
culties have now been removed and with 


ewing to manufacturing 


production was retarded. These 
its new factory and equipment the com 
pany is in position to make an aggres 
sive campaign for the sale of its products. 

The Audible transmitter, it will be re 
called, can be placed in the bell of any 
transmitter now in use, and requires no 
change in the wiring of the instrument. The 
desk set is lighter and more compact than 
the usual type of desk set and has met 
with general approval. 

The Audible Telephone Mfg. Co. will 
he glad to supply complete information as 
to its products upon request. 


Noble Order of Gloom Chasers 
Doing an Excellent Work. 


“The Gloom Chaser” is the name of 
a lively publication issued occasionally 
by the Long-Bell Lumber Co., of Kansas 
City, which lives right up to its name. 

For some time past the lumber busi 
ness has been “all shot and 
quite naturally selling organizations were 
permeated with gloom. So the sales 
manager of the Long-Bell company con 
ceived the idea of a gloom dispeller and 
the “Noble Order of Gloom Chasers” re 
sulted with “The Gloom Chaser” as the 
official organ. 

Not Kansas City, but 
where, business and other organizations 
have now under way plans for further- 
ing the idea in their respective organiza- 
tions. 


to pieces” 


alone in else 


The Kansas City Rotary Club recently 
knocked Gloom into oblivion, for 
he was manhandled, beaten and made to 
head a funeral procession. 

During one of the interesting 
programs of the year,’ unannounced and 
unsung, the notorious character slipped 
into the meeting unobserved. The first 
sign the assemblage had of him was when 
the lights began going out, one by one. 
Refore the usual precautions had been 


Gus 


most 


taken, Gloom had plunged the room into 
Old 
nefarious work during the period of dark 
to be 
they 
captured the trouble-makeryand soon ob 
literated him. 


darkness. Gus got in some of his 


ness, but as the Rotarians are not 


discouraged by such a happening, 


Oh yes, there is no longer any gloom 
in any part of the Long-Bell company’s 


organization. 


A Bridle Ring and Expansion Bolt 
in One Article. 

The Chicago expansion — bridle 

combines in one article a bridle ring and 

expansion bolt. 


ring 


Its manufacturers declare 
that it not only saves 25 per cent of the 

















Combination Bridle Ring and Expansion 
Bolt Which ts Meeting Favor. 


cost of the two articles, but performs the 
functions better and that it 
and labor on installations. 


saves time 


The Chicago expansion bridle ring is 


made in three sizes, 4—15” eye and 
C—1” eye. These two are of %-inch 
diameter stock and require a %-inch 
diameter hole. Ring E with a %-inch 


eye is of 3/16-inch diameter stock and re- 
quires only a %-inch diameter hole. 

The larger sizes can be safely set in a 
hole of 5-inch depth, while the smaller 
size can be safely set in %-inch depth 
hole. It is being used extensively for 
supporting low-tension wires along brick 
and concrete walls. 

The Chicago expansion bolt which has 
the same expansion feature as the ex- 


36 


bridle ring, designed = for 


telephone 


pansion was 
cables to 
that 


this bolt is a very strong and permanently 


fastening wires and 


masonry structures. It is stated 
holding device because, when expanded, 
it fills every crevice of the hole with lead 
It will hold 


vibration it is 


when subjected to 


The 


the manufacturer states, will sustain 1,500 


even 
said Y%-inch size, 


to 2,000) pounds in direct pull, and the 
bolt 
been used in large quantities by the 


Minos 
public 


other sizes in) proportion. These 


have 
Chicago Telephone Co.—now the 


Bell 


utility 


Telephone Co.—and_ other 
corporations. 

These products are manufactured and 
distributed by the 
Bolt Co. 324 West 


Chicago 


expansion 
Street 


Chicago 
Washington 


Automatic Electric Co. Announces 
Changes in Personnel. 

The rapid growth in the activities o| 
the Automatic has led te 
further developments of its personnel and 
follow 


Electric Co. 


the company has announced the 
ing changes, effective January 1: 


A. E. Keith, 
with the 


for 29 years connected 
Strowger automatic telephorn 
organization, and looked upon throughout 
the world as being in the very forefront 
of automatic telephone science and _ tech 
nique, has been appointed vice-president 
in charge of development and_ research 
Mr. Keith, in 1893, was an electrical en 
gineer for the Brush Co., ot 
Baltimore, Md., and delegated = |) 
that concern to investigate the Strowge! 
telephone system. 
Keith 
sibilities of 


Electric 
was 


Going to Chicago, M1 
was so impressed with the po 
that he ai 
ranged to enter the Strowger organization 
immediately. 
Mr. Keith's 
gether with his knowledge of production 
processes, enabled him to 


this equipment 


technical experience, to 
undertake at 
once the pressing problems of developing 
the original apparatus into a form which 
would enable it to meet the changing re 
quirements of actual operation and {or 
the past 29 years he has given his on 
ceasing attention to this task. 

As chief engineer for the past 15 veurs. 
Mr. Keith is personally responsible for 4 
number of the most important and [in 
damental features incorporated in ‘he 
system, among which the most conspici: U's 
is the switch which bears his name 

hs 1904 head of ‘li 
Automatic Electric Co.’s development «lt 
partment, succeeds Mr. Keith as chie! en 
gineer. 


Martin, since 


3esides having direct over: ht 
of all development work, Mr. Martin (145 








rich 
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Distributors 


Alabama 
Moore-Handley Hardware Co., Birmingham 
California 
Alexander & Lavenson Electric Supply Co., 
San Franvisco 
Gilson Electric Supply Co., Oakland 
Listenwalter & Gough Co., Los Angeles 
Colorado 
Mine & Smelter Supply Co., Denver 
Connecticut 
Electric Supply & Equipment Co., Hartford 
Hessel & Hoppen Co., New Haven 
New England Engineering Co., Waterbury 
Tilinois 
Monarch Electric & Wire Co., Chicago 
Indiana 
National Mill Supply Co., Fort Wayne 
Varney Electric Supply Co., Indianapolis 
Iowa 
Andrae, Julius and Sons Co., Mason City 
Herring Motor Co., Des Moines 
Republic Electric Co., Davenport 
Kentucky 
Peaslee-Gaulbert Co., Louisville 
Louisiana 
Electric Appliance Company, New Orleans 
Massachusetts 
Buckminster, Geo. H. Co., Boston 
Wahn, Geo, H. Co., Boston 
Michigan 
Electrical Warehouse Inc., Detroit 
Minnesota 
Andrae, Julius & Sons Co., Duluth 
Missouri 
Commercial Electrical Supply Co., St. Louis 
Funston Electric Co., Kansas City 
Montana 
Montana Electric Co., Butte 
Montana Electric Co., Great Falls 
Nebraska 
The McGraw Co., Omaha 
New Jerseuv 
Newark Electrical Supply Co., Newark 
New York 
Electric Supply and Equipment Co., Albany 
McCarthy Bros. & Ford, Buffalo 


Manhattan Electric Supply Co., Inc., N.Y.C, 
Klectric Supply Co., Syracuse 
Royal Eastern Electrical Supply Co., N. ¥.C. 


Roberts, H.C.,, 


Utica Electrical Appliance Co., Utica 
Ohio 
F, Bissell & Company, Toledo 
The Erner Electric Co., Cleveland 
Post Glover Electric Co., Cincinnati 
Oregon 
North Coast Electric Co., Portland 
Pennsylvania 
Electric Supply and Equipment Company, 
Reading 
Electric Supply and Equipment Company, 
Seranton | 
Franklin Electric Co., Philadelphia 
The Iron City Electric Co., Pittsburgh 
Novelty Electric Co., ‘Philadetphia 
Star Electric Co., Eri 
Woodring & Co., Seve, Hazleton 
South Carolina 
Perry-Mann Electric Co., Inc., Columbia 


Tennessee 
Electric Supply Co., Memphis 
Texas 
Electric Appliance Company, Dallas 
Mine & Smelter Supply Co., El Paso 
Utah 
Mine & Smelter Supply Co., Salt Lake City 
Virginia 
Woodhouse Electric Co., Inc., Norfolk 
Washington 
North Coast Electric Co., Seattle 
The Washington Electric Supply Co., 
Spokane 
West Virginia 
Fairmont Mining Machinery Co., Fairmont 
Wisconsin 
Andrae, Julius & Sons Co., Milwaukee 
B. C., Canada 
Horsman, E. B, & Sons, Vancouver 


Announcing _ 


the“Noark’ 
Allsafe 
Safety Switch 


OMPACT safety of a 
unique kind is em- 
bodied in this new Noark 
product—the Allsafe 
Switch. Read about it. 


Safe to Use 


The operator is always 
protected from contact with 
live parts when opening or 
closing the switch; the 
basic principle, of course, 
of the Safety Switch. 


Safe to Fuse 


Access to the fuses by the operator can only be gained when they 
are absolutely dead and after they are entirely disconnected from 
the line. It is impossible to close the switch until the fuses are again 
completely covered. The operator cannot get to the switching parts and 
line contacts. This can be done only by the properly authorized person. 


Safe to Inspect 


This properly authorized person can obtain complete access to the 
switch parts and live line contacts by unlocking and opening the 
normally locked main cover. 


Where to use the Allsafe Switch 


The “Noark” Allsafe Switch is recommended for use wherever elec- 
trically driven apparatus is employed, such as industrial plants, ware- 
houses, office buildings, institutions, etc. Write for the booklet. 


The Allsafe Switch is approved and listed by the Underwriters’ Lab- 
oratories and labelled under their direction as a Class A Safety Switch. 


JOHNS-MANVILLE 


INCORPORATED 
Madison Avenue, at 41st St., New York City 
——£ in 64 Large Cities 
or Canada: 


CANADIAN JOHNS. MANVILLE CO., Ltd., Toronto 






































Linings, Fire 
Peevention 
Products 
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special attention to creating the 
three-wire common battery type of ap- 
paratus, the party-line equipment and the 
intricate problem of trunking from auto- 
matic to automatic units, from automatic 
to manual exchanges and from manual 
boards to automatic equipment. 

Entering the employ of the Strowger 
Automatic Telephone Exchange nearly 28 
years ago, Mr. Martin began as installer, 
maintenance man, and inspector. Then 
followed 10 years of broad experience in 
all branches of the business, assembly, 
operation and design, giving him a back- 
ground for his specialized efforts of the 
past 15 which have been invalu- 
able to him and that organization. 

W. F. 
past year and a general 
sales manager, direction and 
supervision of the company’s sales to In- 
dependent customers in the United States, 
~Cuba, Hawaii, the Philippines, Australia, 
and New Zealand, for metropolitan ex- 
change, C. A. X. and P. A. X. equip- 
ment. 

Mr. Benoist’s connection with the Auto- 
matic company dates back to 1909 when 
he entered the organization as assistant 
sales manager. Prior to that time, he was 
associated with Charles H. Ledlie, of St. 
Louis, consulting engineer for the Kin- 
lock Long Distance Telephone Co., the 
Kansas City Home, the Detroit Home, 
and various other. plants in Missouri, 
Kansas, and Illinois. 

E. C. Blomeyer, former president of the 
Texas Telephone Co., of Waco, Texas, 
who entered the employ of the Auto- 
matic Electric Co. on August 1 of last 
year, has been appointed contract sales 
manager of both the Automatic company 
and the International Telephone Sales 
& Engineering Corp. 

He will 


foreign 


given 


years, 


Benoist, sales manager for the 
half becomes 
with the 


have supervision over all 
both organizations 
and will also supervise all sales business 
of the International corporation, with 
the exception of the sales relations with 


Independent 


business of 


customers in the territory 
under Mr. Benoist’s supervision. 

W. S. Vivian, vice-president of the 
United States Independent Telephone 
Association, has been made manager of 
the service and traffic development de- 
partment, giving special attention to the 
company’s co-operation with operating or- 
ganizations in the service and 
traffic problems that arise during partial 
or complete conversions of changes to 
automatic equipment. 

As traffic manager for the Citizens Tele- 
phone Co., at Lansing, Mich.. and as sec- 
retary-treasurer of the Michigan Inde- 
pendent Telephone & Traffic Association, 
the Independent Telenhone Association 
of America. and the United States Inde- 
pendent Telephone Association, Mr. 
Vivian has acquired a wide familiarity 
with the problems confronting the oper- 
ating companies throughout the country. 


solving 


TELEPHONY 


Veteran Railroad Set of the Kel- 
logg Company’s Manufacture. 
“Say Jov, look at the snow and ice in 

this box. How do they expect this tele- 

phone to work right? It gets rained on, 
froze to death, and now its 
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with all associated apparatus, including 
storage batteries, protector and distribut- 
ing rack and harmonic ringing equipment. 
The switchboard is the standard three- 
position full multiple type with electrical- 





snowed under,” spoke a 
conductor on the Newburgh 
& South Shore Railway Co. 
But it did “work right” 
and is working right today. 

The telephone shown in 
the accompanying illustra- 
tion is one of the Kellogg 
narrow compact boxes and 
was installed—as 
ly as the Kellogg company 


accurate- 


has been able to ascertain 
—about 1905. It has been 
subjected to very seyere 





treatment and has had cor: 
tinuous usage of 24 hdurs 
duration. 

The photograph was sent 
to the manufacturer by F. 
C. Smith, chief lineman, 
who “The telephone 
in the picture is just as it 
was when we received it 
with the exception of a 
new pair of gongs, which | 
put on. Sometimes the con- 
ductors thought to shut the door. but 
more often it is left wide open and sub- 
ject to all kinds of weather. 
the box more than half full of snow, but 
it did not seem to bother it any.” 

There are 20 of these railway telephone 
boxes strung out along the railway right- 
of-way at switching points to enable con- 


says: 


I have seen 


ductors and switchmen to keep in con- 
stant touch with the despatcher’s office. 
Every yard is equipped with one or more 
Kellogg telephones such as the one illus- 
trated. They are exposed to all elements, 
mistreated by irate yardmen, half-choked 
to death by that heavy black, 
smoke, so prevalent in switching locali- 
ties, which is highly injurious to all tele- 
phone equipment. 

The Newburgh & South Shore Railway 
Co. has 41 Kellogg magneto telephones 
in service at the present time and they 
range in types from the old wet battery 
to the modern dry battery set. 


sooty 


New Central Office Installation 
Completed at Jackson, Minn. 

The Jackson Telephone Co., of Jack- 
son, Minn., serving approximately 950 sub- 
scribers, has just completed one of the 
most progressive and uptodate central 
office installations in the Northwest. The 
company rebuilt its outside plant a short 
time ago and made many improvements 
and additions. With the installation of 
the central office equipment, it has a 
system equal to any in the state. 

The new equipment consists of a 600- 
line Leich magneto multiple switchboard 
with electrically-restored drops, together 











Railway Telephone Set Installed in Booth. 


ly-restored drops and clearing-out signals 
manufactured by the Leich Electric Co., 
of Genoa, Ill. No relays or complicated 
circuits are employed and as the elec- 
trically-restoring feature is simple 
and dependable, no additional help will 


be required to maintain it. 


very 


When a call comes in, any operator can 
answer it by 
answering or 


inserting the plug in the 
any multiple jack. The 
drop shutters are visible from any posi- 
tion and the moment the call is answered, 
they are restored to their normal position. 
The rest is accomplished by means of a 
small coil 
spring. 


which actuates the restoring 

This coil is independent of the talking 
and ringing circuits. 
separate circuit completed 
through the sleeve side of the plug and 
jack, thus eliminating the 
additional springs or contacts. 


It forms an entirely 
which is 


necessity of 
The cur- 
rent to operate the electrically-restoring 
feature is furnished by a 1-volt storage 
battery which is also utilized to supply 
current for the operators’ sets, pilot lights. 
night bell and busy test. 

The line pilots are multipled in each 
position, thus making it possible for any 
operator to assist in answering calls in 
the adjacent positions, should one operato: 
be more busy than the others. 

The board is equiped with double super 
visory signals of the electrically-restored 
type which are automatically restored t 
their normal position when the operator 
uses the listening key for supervision. It 
is also equipped with supervisory pilot: 
to assist in speeding operation. 
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Cope’s Instantaneous Coupling Rod 


Cable Racks 

Bond Plates 

Winches _. Bond Wire 

Guard Rails Cable Reel Jacks 

Linemen’s Belts and Safety Straps 
etc.. etc. 


T. J. Cope 


Manufacturer of Underground Equipment and Tools 
1620 Chancellor St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


REPRESENTATIVES 


The Electric Material Co., 589 Howard St., San Francisco, Cal. 
Chas. Farnham, 207 I. W. Hellman Bldg., Los Angeles, Cal. 
Consumers’ Supply Co. , Regina, Sask., Canada. 


Conduit Rods 


Brass Screw Rods 









































OUR EXTRA HEAVY DOUBLE 
GALVANIZED WIRE INSURES 


HIGHEST EFFICIENCY 
LONGEST LIFE 
LOWEST COST OF UPKEEP 


It’s easy to determine, TEST IT. 

As wire will test best, so also 
will it last best and give better 
satisfaction while it lasts. 

We guarantee our wire to con- 
form with all standard specifica- 
tions as well as to be satisfactory 
to the purchaser. 


IT’S THE ONE BEST PROVEN 
BY TEST—TRY IT. 

Handled by most representative 
jobbers and supply houses. 


Write for samples, test and 
compare. 


INDIANA STEEL & WIRE COMPANY, MUNCIE, INDIANA, U.S. A. 


J 
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Could solderin 






be easier? 


Apply solder and flux in one operation by 
using solder in hollow wire form filled with 
flux. No sticks, swabs, brushes, or pots of 
acid or paste to bother with. It’s impossible 
to waste flux because you only use it as you 
use the solder. Flux and solder are scienti- 
fically proportioned at the factory so every 
job is sure to be a perfect bond. So there 
you have it—you save solder, flux, time, and 
trouble by using 


Kester 
Acid-Core 


Wire Solder 


Big manufacturers who have thousands of 
soldering operations daily in their plants 
use Kester Self-Fluxing Solder. Whether 
you use solder by the ton or by the pound 
you can save by using the time-saving 
Kester method. 


Try It at Our Expense 


You can see for yourself in your own work what your 
saving would be by using the Kester Self-Fluxing 
Method. Merely tell us what you use solder for and 
we will send you a generous sample for use on your 
work. When you find how economical it is you can 
order it from your supply house. 


Be sure to write for free sample. 


| CHICAGO SOLDER CO. 
4201 Wrightwood Ave. CHICAGO, ILL. 


Direct Factory Representatives: 


LOUIS J. ZIESEL CO. THE FAUCETTE-HUSTON Co. 
216 Market St., San Francisco, Calif. Chattanooga, Tenn. 
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SOLDERING FLUX 
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Phe cable section at the right 
hand end of the board is fitted with pigeon 


stalls for 


turning 


holes and hook the conventenes 


of the toll operator This section has a 
table, mounting flush with the key table 
of the switchboard and this is equipped 
with a ecaleulagraph for timing toll mes 
AMES 

\ffer considering several types of 
equipment the Jackson Telephone Co, de 
cided that) Leich magneto multiple and 
the automaphone were the best invest 
ment for its pirpose The initial cost 


was very little more than straight magneto 
equipment and a great deal less than com 
mon battery, Tt was also found that with 
Leich magneto multiple and the automa 
phone the maintenance and operating ex 
greatly reduced 


with the 


penses could be 


Coincident decision to install 


central 


new office equipment, the com 
pany filed a petition for an inerease in 
rates amd asked for a special rate for 


The 


Commission, after 


atttomaphone service Minnesota 


Railroad & Warehotss 
ivestivating the features of automaphone 


servies, granted an additional rate of 


cents per month over the rates charged 


for straight magneto instrumerits, 





(BRLBPAONY 

The rates which hecame effective Ob 
tober 1, are 
lndividual line, business $2 3 
Individual line, residences Pear 
Two-party line, residenes an 
Rural, multiparty oy 
ural, switching Mh 
\ntomaphone, busimess or residence, 

additional My 
Desk telephones, additional My 


These rates are net, payable in advanes 


With the stibseriber 
calls the 


the receiver 


atitomaphene, the 


operator simply tlw removing 


from the hook, thus eliminat 
turning a crank 


ine the necessity of 


Positive supervision is assured as” the 
wipervisory signals are operated when the 


called call 


is completed operator 


party answers and when the 


This enables the 


fo speed up trafic and with electrically 


restored drops and stipervisory signals, 
the Jackson Telephone Co. can give rapid 
and efficient 


maphones 


service 


company is iustalling many atte 


and converting its magneto 


telephones inte atttomaphones by equip 


ing them with automaphone hookswitches 
The signaling current for the automaphone 
small auxiliary 


is furnished by thre 


hatteries whieh are momentarily connected 
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toy the bin with the talking bat 


| lie se 


mm) series 


feries signaling cells are mn use 


only while the receiver hook is in motion 
and, consequently, their life is exception 
ally long listially they ottlast two sets 
of talking batteries 


\s the automaphones are not equipped 


with venerators, their initial cost is le 


than the regular magneto instruments 


The ringing equipment consists of a 


Leich combined charging and harmon 
which takes the current 
HWO-volt, GO-evele light 
Mevolt 
hattery operates the 
ring 


is equipped 


ritiwing converter 
directly from the 
ing leads to charge a storage lat 
This 
vibrators 
ine current The 
"Wrevele 


with 30, 42, 4 


tery storage 


ringing and furnishes the 
convertet 


with a vibrator for straight-line 


ringing and and Gb-cyele 


harmonic vibrators for selective party ling 
ringing 

The 
pleased with the equipment and especial 
with the efficient and workmanlike manner 
The 


St 


Jackson Telephone Co. is well 


in which the cut-over was made 
complete installation was sold hy the 
Flectrie Co, of St. Paul, Minn., the 


distributers for the Leteh 


Pau! 
Northwestern 
Mlectrie Co 


Condensed Telephone News 


Officers of Companies Are Urgently Requested to Forward to Us Promptly 
All Financial and Other Statements as Soon as Issued and Any Items Relat- 
ing to Construction, Rebuilding, or Changes in Their Plants and Systems 


New Telephone Companies and 
Incorporations, 

Millstadt, Tl—The Millstadt Telephone 
Co. has been incorporated with a capital 
stock of $10,000 by William Albert, ld- 
ward W. Pfingsten, Richard Rohr, Wil- 


liam QOuiek, A. J. Mollman, G. FL Raltz, 
and Dr. C. LL. Marxer, 
Van Buren, Ind—Articles of ineor 


poration have been filed by the Van Buren 
Telephone Co., capitalized at $20,000, for 
operation in Huntington, Grant and Wells 
counties, The company is owned by resi 
dents of Warren, Directors will be 
elected each vear by the stockholders, 
the incorporators to act as directors the 
first year. The incorporating members 
are Monroe Wiley, J. G. Sprowl, G. A 
Bergman, Dean Freeh, W. A. Rauch, and 
(. M. Harold 

MeGrath, Minn.—The MeGrath Tel 
phone Co. has been incorporated with a 
capital stock of $3,000 by Carl Fielland, 
president; Robert Sharp, vice-president ; 
Mdward Bredahl, secretary, and Mail 
Schwartzbauer, treasurer, all of MeGrath, 

Nicholasville, Nehb—The — Jessamine 
Telephone & Telegrah Co. has been in 
corporated with a capital stock of $75, 


0, The incorporators are W. R. 
Simith, G. B. Taylor, and John H. Welch 
New Brunswick, N. Y—The Auto 


matic Telephone Equipment Co. has been 
incorporated with $100,000 capital stock 
by Osear S. Bowei, of Providence, R. 1; 
Perey S. Hayden, of New York City; and 
Harold R. Fick, of New Brunswick. 
Sevier county, Tenn —The Harrisburg 
Telephone Co, has been incorporated with 
Dixon, J. 


$2,000 capital stock by W. A, 


Mac Elder, L. 1). Robertson, A. W. Opte, 
and A. ©. Layman 

Wilson County, Tenn The Laguardo 
Telephone Co. has been incorporated by 
Edwin Nichols, Sam Burton, Rufe Bur 
ton, L. L. Kirkpatrick, and R. J. Gwynne, 


with a capitalization of $1,000, 

tooker, Texas —The Booker Telephone 
Co. has been ineorporated with $11,700 
capital stock by J. W. Bell, G. W. Ham 
son, and tT. N. Edwards. 


Construction. 


Gentry, Ark The Tome Telephone 
Co. is making improvements to its plant, 
including a new switehboard, to 
£5,000 


Miami, Fla-—Plans are being made by 
the South Atlantic Telephone & Tele 
yraph Co. of which Frank B. Shutts 
is president, for the erection of a two 
story, 80x180 ft. exchange building, cost- 
ing in the neighborhood of $175,000. Au- 
tomatic equipment is to be installed in 
the exchange, 


cost 


Gooding, Idaho.Work is now under 
way on improvements to the outside 
plant of the Mountain States Telephone 
& Telegraph Co. which will cost approxi 
mately $20,000. Practically all the entire 
system of poles, wires, and cables will 
be rebuilt and extensions made. The 
work is expected to require the services 


of about a half dozen men for. three 
months, 
Mt. Pleasant Mich—Plans are being 


made by the Union Telephone Co. to gen- 
erally improve and rebuild its system at 
a cost of $100,000. The company ex- 
pects to install new equipment and move 


all velephone poles from the ltsine 

streets to the alleys Headquarters ot 
the company will be moved to a building 
recently purchased by it, part of — th 
will be used 


second floor of which asa 
restroom for employes 
Lincoln, UWh—Work is already unde: 


way by the Lincoln Telephone Co. on the 
installation of new equipment in its cen 
tral office, which will cost between $45,000 
and $50,000, 


Thermopolis, Mont.-The installation 
of a new and up-to-date exchange is be 
ing made by the Mountain States Tele 
phone & Telegraph Co. The buildin 
erected last summer will contain the of 
fices and switchboards by March, it | 
announced, 

Poteau, Okla.—Improvements to it 
plant costing $200,000 are now under wa 
by the Poteau Telephone Co. New 
switchboards and cables are to be in 
stalled, and it is expected that the new 
work will be compieted within a fev 
months. 

East End, Pa.-The Bell Telephone © 
of Pennsylvania is planning to enlarg 
and alter its exchange building in la 
kend 

Greenfield, Texas.-Plans are bein 
made by the Greenville Telephone Co. t: 
remodel its telephone system. It is est: 
mated that the work will cost in’ th: 
neighborhood of $12,000. 

Wichita Falls, Texas—The South 
western Telegraph & Telephone Co, ha 
announced that the new automatic tele 
phone system which is being installed 1 
Wichita Falls will be in active opera 
tion by March 1. This new automatn 
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The fundamental value of Exide Batteries in the telephone 

x10 eg field has been proven ever since the central energy system 
was established over 25 years ago. Today, the Exide is as 

BATTERIES ‘ modern in construction and design as the latest practical 


innovation in telephony; a fact attested by its almost uni 


versal use. 


THE ELECTRIC STORAGE BATTERY CO. 


Oldest and largest manufacturers in the world of storage batlertes 


for every purpose 


1888 PHILADELPHIA 192) 


Branches in 17 Cities 


fixide Batteries of Canada, Limited, 143-157 Dufferin St., Toronto, Canada 
















Extra 
heavy. 
No breakable 
parte. 
Easily and quickly 
Installed anywhere. 
Hold firmly. 
No soil to move or remove, 





Ack the eupply saleeman! 


GUND MFG, CO. 
Jay Street, La Crosse, Wis. 


** The Ancher that Anchore"’ 









THE MAC GILLIS § OIBBS CO. 


CEDAR POLES 


NORTHERN or WESTERN 
Plain or Butt Treated 
Ae THE VALENTINE-CLARK COMPANY, 
SPOKANE, WASH. 
Toledo Chloago Minneapoli, 


" SHIPMENTS AS ORDERED = 
PARWAUKEE WIS. 




















NORTHERN CEDAR POLES WeEstTERN 


BUTT-TREATING GUARANTEED GRADES 
BELL LUMBER COMPANY, MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 











ORANGEBURG 
FIBRE CONDUIT 
THE STANDARDIZED CONDUIT 


WRITE FOR PARTEICULARS---BOOK H 


FIBRE CONDUIT CO. 
ORANGEBURG N. Y. 


NEW YORK CHICAGO BOSTON 














SAN FRANCISCO NEW ORLEANS 


-_ _~- 











“NAUGLE”’POLES 


Piain or Butt Treated. Largest Stocks. 
READY FOR IMME DIATE GHIPMEND 


NAUGLE POLE & TIE CO. 
Main Office: 50 €. Madison St. CHICAGO 








NORTHERN-WESTERN 
CEDAR POLES 


A FULL ASSORTMENT OF SIZES 
PROMPT SHIPMENTS ASSURED 


T. M. PARTRIDGE LUMBER COMPANY 
Lumber Exchange MINNEAPOLIS 














Telephone Construction Material, Equipment and Supplies 






THE B-R ELECTRIC COMPANY, Kansas City, Mo. 





Distributors 
LEICH Telephones, Switchboards and Ringing Machines 
















Duluth Log 


Company 


pol 







Duluth, 


Minnesota 





ROEBLING 


Double Galvanized 


TELEPHONE 
WIRE 


E. B. B., B. B. and Steel Grades 
John A. Roebling’s Sons Co., Trenton, N. J. 














COPPER CLADsenSTEEL COMPANY 


OFFICE AND WORKS: DPPERWELI WESTERN SALES REPRESENTATIVES 
RANKIN, PA. BRADDOCKP 0. STEEL SALES CORPORATION, CHICAGO, ILL 
NEW YORK SALES OFFICE: 30 CHURCH STREET, NEW YORK CITY 
COPPERWELD Wire—a non-corroding electrical con- 

ductor. 8% Lighter—50% Stronger than Copper. 








Please tell the Advértiser you saw his Advertisement in TELEPHONY. 





42 


system will supplant the old Bell system 
now in use. : 
Elections. 


Logansport, Ind.—At a meeting of the 
board of directors of the Cass County 
Security & Investment Co., held recent- 
ly, the following officers for the Logans- 
port Home Telephone Co. were elected: 
George W. Seybold, president; M. B. 
Lairy, first vice-president; J. H. Reite- 
myer, second vice- -president; Walter J. 
Uhl, secretary; and Eginhart Schmitt, 
treasurer. . 

Danville, Iowa.—Officers of the Dan- 
ville Mutual Telephone Co. were elected 


TELEPHONY 


as follows, at a meeting held recently: 
Frank Williams, president; D. D. Kelly, 
vice-president; Mrs. Mae Christenson, 
secretary; and Ray Mix, treasurer. 


Miscellaneous. 


Mountain Home, Ark.—The Interstate 
Telephone Co. contemplates running a 
line northeast of Mountain Home toward 
West Plains, Mo., and extending its 
business into the rural sections. 

Alfordsville, Ind—The Alfordsville 
Telephone System, which has not been 
in use for some time, has been sold by 
F. D. Grismore to Winfield McCraney, 
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of Haysville. Work is now under way 
on the rebuilding of the lines, poles, and 
switchboard. 


Winchester, Va.—Plans are being made 
by the Cumberland Valley Telephone Co. 
to transfer its business in Winchester 
and surrounding territory to the Chesa- 
peake & Potomac Telephone Co. It 
will connect with the long distance lines 
of the Bell system at Chambersburg, Pa. 

Aurora, Neb.—The newly-elected off- 
cers of the Hamilton County Farmers 
Telephone Assn. are: President, E. D. 
Snider; vice-president, P. Peterson; di- 
rectors, E. D. Snider and John Jones. 
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POSITIONS WANTED 


POSITION WANTED—By all around 
telephone man as managing officer of 
progressive telephone company. 18 
years’ experience as manager of mag- 
neto, common battery and automatic 
plants. Married, and at present em- 
ployed. In the past have taken charge 
of two different non-paying companies 
and put them on a dividend paying ba- 
sis. Best of references and reasons 
for desiring a change. Address 4491, 
care of TELEPHONY. 


WANTED—tTrouble job on Magneto 
Exchange in Minnesota or ‘Dakota. 
Good knowledge of construction. Best 
of references. Address L. B. No. 10, 
Iona, Minnesota. 


POSITION WANTED—As manager, 
by married man. Twelve years’ expe- 
rience Bell and Independent company. 
At present holding responsible position 
but have good reason for desiring a 
change. References given. Address 
4499, care of TELEPHONY. 


POSITION WANTED—Position as 
trouble man on small magneto plant, 
or construction foreman. Can do cable 
work. 16 years’ experience. Prefer 
Indiana. Address 4498, care of TEL- 
EPHONY. 


POSITION WANTED — General 
Manaver; specialist in developing and 
operating telephone plants. Wishes 
connection. Excellent references. Ad- 


dress M, care of TELEPHONY. 


POSITION WANTED—First class 
cable splicer, A-1 references, wants 
work. Ten years’ experience mainte- 
nance and construction. Address Ca- 
ble Splicer, P. O. Box 24, Grand Riv- 
ers, Ky. 


HELP WANTED 


WANTED—Wire chief; must under- 
stand inside and outside plant equip- 
ment and have knowledge of cable 
work. Common battery Exchange, 500 
subscribers and about 225 rural sub- 
scribers. Give references and wages 
expected. Address 4502, care of TEL- 
EPHONY. 


WANTED — Owners and managers 
serving rural communities. You can 
double your present income by selling 
our wonderful automatic FIRE DE- 
TECTOR to your subscribers. Write 
for our proposition. Dee Electric Co., 
79 W. Monroe St., Chicago, Illinois, 
Dept. T. 
































WANTED—Wire Chief—man quali- 
fied by experience and past record to 
handle troublemen, testers and office 
records of Trouble Dept. Must be 
able to furnish A-1l reference as to 
ability to secure results. Address 4461, 
care of TELEPHONY. 





WANTED — Experienced Switch- 
board Installers. Central Battery Relay 
$7.00 per day; Pacific Coast. Give ex- 
perience and references in reply. Ad- 
dress 4496, care of TELEPHONY. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


EVEN IF THERE IS SOME PART 
OF YOUR APPARATUS which is al- 
most worn to a “frazzle,” don’t ditch it 
—send it to our repair experts. They’ll 
make it like new. We give the same 
attention to a small as well as a large 
order. The Suttle Equipment Co., 
Olney, Ill. 














FOR SALE—Available about April 
15th, one 3000-line W. E. Mahogany 


‘Cabinet, Common Battery switchboard, 


type l-a Special, equipped for 1440 
lines, consisting of 10 local positions, 
2 rural positions and 3 toll positions, 
cord circuit equipped with 4-party har- 
monic keys, complete with main frame, 
power equipment, cabling, etc. Switch- 
board and equipment in excellent con- 
dition and cord circuits can be modi- 
fied with automatic features at a nomi- 
nal expense. Detailed information fur- 
nished on request to Engineering De- 
partment, Tri-State Telephone & Tel- 
egraph Company, St. Paul, Minnesota. 





FOR SALE—One Western Electric 
P.B.X. single position Board, lamp 
signal, equipped thirty lines without 
relays; ultimate capacity 200. 10 pair 
double supervision cords, common bat- 
tery. Used less than two years. Now 
located in Alabama. Bids solicited. In- 
quire Swift & Company, Telegraph 
Department, Union Stock Yards, Chi- 
cago, Ill. 


FOR SALE—Cémmon Battery Tele- 
phone Plant in good town in Illinois. 
Population 6200. 1100 subscribers, all 
in city. 11 miles of cable. Will bear 
investigation. Lock Box 158, Carlin- 
ville, Ill. 


FOR SALE—Wire for rewinding 
ringers, generators, etc. Large relay 
spools filled with silk covered wire, 
cents per spool. Sizes number 32-34-36. 
Address E. L. Klingel, 598 Oakdale 
Street, St. Paul, Minn. 








ON ACCOUNT of installing new system 
this Company will have for sale the following 
equipment: 

We will consider an offer for the entire 
equipment or any portion thereof. Delivery 
can be made in March. Equipment now in 
service and can be inspected at any time. 

7—sections Sterling Common battery 

switchboard, two positions to a section. 
Positions 1 to 14, inclusive, equipped 
with 150 Ans. jack and lamps. 
Position 15 equipped with 50 rural lines. 
16—cord prs. per position equipped with 

Kellogg L & R keys and one master 
ringing key. 

2049—Multiples jacks per section, 25 jacks 
per strip, %” centers. 
Relay rack Sterling equipped with 2130 
No. 5 Sterling line relays. 
I. D. F. rack equipped for 2200 lines. 
Main frame Cook equipped for 2150 
lines. Protection 150 lines high. 

Toll Board. 
Sterling five positions 6 cord prs. per 
position, equipped with 50 lines mul- 
tipled in each position. 

15—recording trunks, 25 toll to local trunks, 

Miscl. order wires, etc. 
Machines. 
2—Motor Generator charging sets. 
Motors, Westinghouse Type C. 
tion. 
3 H. P., 100 volts, 16 Amps. per 
terminal. 
2—Phase speed, 1700.R. P. M. 
Generators Holtzer Cabot. 
Type M. P. Size D 1% K. W. 
30 Volts 58.3 A. M. P. Speed 1700. 


i—-Ringing machine, generators and mo- 
tor set of 3 machines direct coupled as 
follows: 
Generator Holtzer Cabot Type E. Com- 
pound wound for A. C.-D. C. and Puls. 
Size % speed 1200 volts 110-80. 
Generator Holtzer Cabot Type E. Size 
4 ——— 1200. Rating 80 W. Volts 105 


Induc- 


4 Holtzer oe Type 02-104 volts. 

Speed 1200. % P.—60 cycles. 
1—direct coupled po consisting of one 

Holtzer Cabot Type C. mam WV A&A 

Volts 200/ 125. 

cycles. 1200 R. 
_—— Cabot Type C. size %4%—1200 

R. M. 20 cycles. 4% H. P. 1 phase 
Volts 20 Sec. 15 


125 single phase. 20 
P. MM. 


> hal wound. Prs. 
Prs. Amps. 17, 
1—Gasoline Engine Set, 2 H. P. Stover 
“Good”? Engine. 500 R. P. M. 
Generator Northern Electric Co., 1% 
K. W. 1450 R. P. M. 45 volts. 33.3 
Amps. 
1—Direct coupled set. 
Western Electric D. C. Gen. 
Shunt Wound Type. 1L.6. Ans. 10. 
Speed 1800. K. W. 3. Volts 30. 
Motor, W. E. % H. P. 2 phase, 60 
cycle. Amp. 3.1. Volts 220. Speed 
1800. 
1—Direct Coupled Set. 
Holtzer Cabot Generator Type E. Size 
%. Rating S. E. 207 volts. 80 A. C. 
Speed 1200 R. P. M. 
Holtzer Cabot Motor. Size %. Rating 
% H. P. Volts 20. Speed 1000 R, P. M. 
1—Power Board. Slate Panel 6’x4. 
2—Ward Leonard 75 Amp. Circuit Break- 
ers. 
1—Western V. M.—O—75 volts. 
1—Western Ammeter—0-100 Amp. Miscl. 
Switches. 


STEPHENSON COUNTY TELEPHONE CoO. 
Freeport, Ill. 





WANTED—To buy an exchange of 
about 350 phones. I have $2,000.00 cash 
and house and lot to trade in on deal. 
Address 4497, care of TELEPHONY. 
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